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MESSAGE FROM
THE PRESIDENT OF
THE ROTARY CLUB OF SEVENOAKS

O behalfl of the Rotary Club of Sevenoaks I thank you for your
support for this Musical Extravaganza al the Stag Theatre,

The Rotary Club of Sevenoaks gives help to local people and raises
money for national and local charitable work. All of the profit from
this year's concert will go 1o local charities with the majority of it
poing o Sevenoaks Age Concern,

The Rotary movement also aims 1o promole international wnder-
standing and each year we have a three-day meeting with our fwa
overseqs “contaet” clubs, namely the Rotory Clubs of Le Touguer
(France) and Witten (Germany). Our Musical Extravaganzoe nocurs
during this year’s visit of owr Ewropean Rotavian friends and we
welcame them (o the concerl. Music ix o wniversal longuage so
there should be no language problem!

Thank vou again for your support and { hope that you have an
enjoyable evening,

Brian Mummery (Presideny [908,9Y)
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AGE CONCERN SEVENQOAKS & DISTRICT
Begistered Charity No. 210340

1997 marked the Golden Jubilee of Age Concern
Sevenoaks & District.

It began in 1947 as the Old People’s Welfare Commitiee
at the Rockdale Office.

Today, Age Concern Sevenoaks & District operates three-

Day Centres - two in Sevenoaks and one in Edenbridge
- a5 well as seven Lunch Clubs in local villages and a
town centre Charity Shop. Ambulance transport is used
to bring older people each weekday fo these Day Centres
where lunches are provided, as well as a variety of other
services including Personal Care such as bathing,
chiropody, hairdressing, aromatherapy, reflexology,
laundry, legal information and advice. Social activities,
day outings and seaside holidays are also provided for
those wishing to participate.

Each week over 1,000 older people and their relatives in
Sevenoaks & District benefit by receiving help and
assistance.

Age Concern Sevenoaks receives grants from KCC social
Services and Sevenoaks District Council to cover about
one third of the running costs, but the Charity is heavily
dependent on fundraising, domations, covenants and
sponsorship to make ends meet. The support given is
vital to ensure that the older people of Sevenoaks &
District continue to receive services in the future.

Thank you for your support.

Digna Quinn
Chairman, Age Concern Sevenoaks & Distriet
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Christopher Knox-fohnston
MUSICAL DIRECTOR

Chris has been a member of the Femsing Singers since 1971
and their Musical Director since 1974, [n the time since he
took over wielding the baton, the membership has increazed
from 35 to the current membership of over 55 with & waiting
list for new singers. [n the same period the repertoire has
Frown to include many rarely performed cratoros and
examples of the rmore popular end of the range.

Chris’s career in music started, as with most amateur choral
directors, at school, in this case Berkhamsted School in
Hertfordshire, whers he sang in the chapel cheir, scheol
choirs and madrigal societies, and also plaved percussion in
the school orchestra,

Chris has become invalived in local musical events, acting as
Chorts Master for Sevencaks Opera and the Sevenoaks
Festival Chorus; acting as chorus fixer forall the Voices For
Hespice svents in Sevencaks, and as an occasional critic for
the local mewspaper.

For several vears now he has been a member of the Council
of the Association of British Choral Directors, as well as the
London and 3owth East Regional Commities, where his
responsibilities have included a series of Mational Repertoire
Foad Shows for Choral Directors, as well as being
Administrator for their Annual Convention,

His “praper” jobr is as a marketing director of a Lloyd’s
syndicate, specialising in pleasure craft insurance, but the
activities of the singers, over 20 performandes a year, have
meant that music has become a full time, part Hme job.

The Kemsing Singers
34 Years of Making Music

Founded in 1964 1o sing Christmas Carols for fust one concert, The Kemsing Singers
have recently celebrted 34 vears of having fun while perferming musle for the enjoyment of
aucliences skl over Kent and further afiekd.

The wenues in which they have sung hive been vared and include:-
The Roval Albert Hall, Ightham Mote, Penshurst Place, The Waldorf Hotel, The Oueen
Eliziheth Hall, The Royal Festival Hall (with the Kentish Opera Cherus), The Glazlers Hall, in
a metnguees at Brands Hatch and in shurches and village halls throughout Kent and ad|acent
areas, They hive also featsed in an argele in "Good Housekeeping®, have performed with
Perer Skellern (an ex-member) both on record and on BBC wlevision, and with members of
the English Mational Opera (inciuding Marilyn Hill-Smuth and MNiall Murmay) at 2 concert
commpered by Dawid Jacobs. They have bmasicast live on Radio Kent several tmes, incheding
two Christmas Specials from Pamn Gillliam, and recorded jingles for the Pat-Marsh Show. They
have sharesd programmes st charlty concerts with Ernma Johmson, Nitee Dawn Porter, Tony
Britvan, [ohn Carter, john Dunn, Philip Franks, Lord Weatherill, Julia Hills, and again with
Peter Skeliern in December 1997

Their toots, however, still lis in the concerts they give at local evenis, for local
organizations and charities, such as the W.I, evenings, weddings, village fund mising events
and concerts for the elderly and handicapped, as well as singing for the Mayors and
Chairmen of all the local Parich Counclls,

Their repertolre is wide indeed and spans from Bach to the Beatles, fiom Gilbert and
Sullivan and Simon and Gadunkel, from opera to Les Miderables incleding foik songs and pars
songs. It 15 a repertoins that brings pleasure to both performer and audience. Although much
of the music they sing is at the lighter end of the musical scale, they have also sung major
charal works which, in recent years, have incleded: Glora by Vivaldl, Messa 0§ Gloria by
Puccind, Reguiem by Faups, the St Cenffla Mass by Gounod and the Mais in I by Nicolat, [n
conjunction with the 1991 Sevenoaks Festival Choms, John Rutter's Gloria and Requiers were
prrfarmed, under the direction of the composes himself. In the same year they alia i.llnF the
Regpuivemm by bozart in the early howrs of Sth December 1991 to commemorate the Sciual tome
aof the great composer's death. In 1992 they again joined with the Sevenoaks Festival Chorus
in performing Benedicite by Andrew Carter, again under the baton of the composer. The
Kemsing Singers were also involved in the Last Might of the Sevenoaks Festival concerts in
both 1994 and 1998, a3 well a5 & highly successful staged performance of Elifiah as part of the
1997 Sevenoaks Festival, with professional singers taking the leading rofes.

‘The popular repericire they sing inchudes Hidwathas Wedding Feast, by Coleridge Taylor,
The Wind in the Willows and The Refuctant Dragon by John Rutter, Noeh and his Floating Zoo by
Flanders and Horowits, and Songs fromt the Bavarian Highlands by Elgar. Several of the Savoy
Operas by Glibert and Sullivan have also been sung - in whole ot in part,

Recent successes have been performances of selectlons from Les Miserables, Evita,
Miss Saigon, Phartom of the Opend, Oliver and Porgy & Bass.

The momber of performances in any one year averages over 20 which shows how busy
this paplar group of singers is - also how much work goes on behind the scenes to prepars
such a varied output for so many differing venues. The membership consists of 65 when at
full strength, and is stll drawn fnom Kemsing and its immediate envirens. They meet on
Monday ta rehearse for concerts, as well as just t0 enjoy making mustc.

If you wish to book The Kemsing Singers for a perfonminde or, on & personal level,
support the choir by becoming a "Friemsd of the Kemsing Slagers', please contact Mrs
Frances Edmuands on 01955 523752, As a Friend’ you will receive such benefits as advance
ticket booking opportunities, and information of forthooming activities.
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International Celebration Concert

Music from England, France and Germany

PROGRAMME

The Kemsing Singers
and Part One; ENGLISH MUSIC FROM TOWN AND COUNTRY
Eynsford Concert Band
s Eynsford Concert Band
Gustay Holst; The Moorside March
Holst, perhaps best known for his Planets suite, was also a keen
student of English folk songs. This march, taken from his
' Conducted by i Moorside Suite, while not containing any authentic folk tunes,
Christopher Knox-Johnston and Christopher Mowat clearly reveals their influence in the musical style
Piﬂl’lij&t - LORNA COOPER The Kﬁmsil'lg Singi:rs
Soprano Soloist - JESSICA LESCHNIKOFF English Folk Songs
Eynsford Concert Band:
Buxton Orr: A John Gay Suite
To celebrate the ]opgsta{ldinglfﬁliawship between the Rotary c-‘lubs A modern work in three movements based on the music assembled
of Sevenoaks and its twins Witten, Germany and Le Touquet, in by the 18™ century librettist John Gay for The Beggars Opera, this
Fl:auce. The Kemsing SII!IEEI‘S and Eynsford Eqﬂmﬂ Band present satire on the social injustices of the time has the very unusual
this programme of music from the three countries operatic setting of the London™s eriminal underworld, It includes

many popular tunes of the day; such as Lilliburlerc and Golden
Slumbers, which are presented here in often unusual musical
arrangements.
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Part Twe LAUGHTER, LIFE AND LOVE - GREAT MUSIC
FROM FRANCE

Eynsford Concert Band:
Georges Bizet: Farandole

An exciting dance movement by one of France's most melodic and
popular composers. It is takenr from his incidental music to the

play L Arlesienne

The Kemsing Singers:
Saint Saens: Les Fleurs et les Arbres

Faure; Madrigal
The Kemsing Singers and Eynsford Concert Band:

Alain Boublil and Claud-Michel Schoenberg:
Les Miserables

In this selection from the great modern French musical we hear the

songs; At the End of the Day. I Dreamed a Dream, Master of the
House, On My Own and Do you hear the People Sing?

Interval
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Part Three;
SACRED AND PROFANE - - - - CLASSICS OF GERMAN
MUSIC

Eynsford Concert Band
Wagner: Elsa’s Procession to the Minster

This forms the fourth scene of Act 2 of Wagner's Lohengrin. The
herpine, Elsa, is on the way to be married to her saviour hero,
Lohengrin. In the opera, the procession is interrupted by the
machinations of the pagan villainess Ortrud, but in the concert
excerpt the happy day is unclouded.

Eynsford Concert Band and The Kemsing Singers:
Bach: Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring

The Kemsing Singers;
Freidrich Silcher: Die Loreley
Brahms: WeigenLeid

Eynsford Concert Band and The Kemsing Singers:
Carl Orff: Highlights from Canmina Burana
notes on next page



. . Scanned: 16 November, 2008
International Celebration Concert — May 1999 T page: 6



