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40 Years of Making Music 

 

 

It is hard to believe that from a handful of school children who gathered in Eynsford forty 

years ago under the guidance of our founder and inspiration Robin O‟Connell, we are now 

here all these years later still making music. 

 

Many of our members have been in the band for twenty, thirty, or even more years, and we 

hope that you have fun looking through some of our photos and matching the youthful 

faces to the players that you see today. 

 

The band has changed over the years to become highly professional in its approach to  

music making, but we still retain the original ethos that Robin instilled in us, to make music 

of the highest possible standard, but within an environment of fun and friendship.  We also 

remain firmly rooted in our local community, and to date we have raised well over £30,000 

for various local and national charities. 

 

We have a series of celebratory events planned throughout this year, details of which can be 

found on our website (www.eynsfordconcertband.co.uk) and we hope that you can join us 

for some, or even all, of these. 

 

As we now look to the future with new conductors and new opportunities on the horizon, it 

remains for us to thank you for your continuing support, and to look forward to welcoming 

you to band concerts and events over the next forty years. 

 

April 2012 
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The ‗70s – Emerging Talent  

1970 1971 1972 1973 1974 

“Prior to 1972 I had bought the Ladybird book of musical instruments and asked my three children, Helen,  

Michael and Richard Barker which instrument they would like to play, on the condition that it had to be the low 

notes - no violins or flutes allowed!  Michael chose Tuba, Richard the Trombone and Helen the Cello. 

 

We found Bob Young to teach the brass and before long we had a few young brass players locally taking  

advantage of Bob Young’s teaching. 

 

In 1972 Robin O’Connell came to the old Primary School in Eynsford to 

take teaching practice for the top class.  He was exchanging a career as an 

electrician for that of teacher.   

 

He discovered that he had Richard on Trombone, Lorna Wheeler on  

Euphonium, Tony Edwards on Trumpet and Jonathon Grant and David 

Winders - in the same year group but from different schools - also on  

Trumpet.   Robin played Trombone and the idea came to him to form a little 

Band.   Bob Stewart, the class teacher, offered to teach himself Saxophone.   

I arranged with the Dartford District Council to rent Bob Stewart’s  

classroom one evening a week and so began the Eynsford Youth Band.   

 

Lorna’s father joined in on Tenor Horn, David’s father, Norman Winders supported on Percussion and  

Michael, by then at Senior School came along with his Tuba.     

 

In 1973, Anthony Roper County Primary School had its grand opening and the old Eynsford Primary School 

closed.   The Eynsford Youth Band moved its rehearsals to the new school hall and before long others came to 

join - Paul Gould being one of the first.” 

 

Margaret (Barker) Newbold 
 

From humble beginnings in 1972 and as a school band guided by a  

passionate and dedicated school teacher, Eynsford Concert Band began 

its journey to become the band we know and love today. 

Eynsford Concert Band formed 

by Robin O‘Connell 

Rehearsals move to   

Anthony Roper School 
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1975 1976 1977 1978 1979 

“Have you ever stopped to think of a teacher that  

inspired you and made a difference? 

 

Well, for me, that special person was Robin O’Connell. 

From very early on, Robin took the time to encourage us 

to try a musical instrument. It wasn’t long before a wind 

band was formed.  We would rehearse Thursday  

lunchtimes and for one-and-a-half hours after school on 

Fridays.  Around this time Robin started the Saturday 

Morning Music School.  Between 9.00 am and mid-day, 

pupils would show for lessons in the Theory of Music, 

group guitar lessons and individual tuition by woodwind 

and brass specialists all working towards exams.  We 

stayed for the whole morning – not just turning up for our 

lessons.  These were good times and a great bunch of 

youngsters. Over the years the school band entered many 

competitions, and I’m extremely proud to say we always 

came first.  The rapport that Robin had with the band 

when conducting was amazing. From the school band 

around ten of us joined Eynsford Concert Band when we 

left school. And there begins another chapter!   

 

Robin was very easy-going with a relaxed manner.  He 

had a wicked sense of humour with an infectious giggle.  

We all totally respected him and wanted to do our best 

for him.  He certainly did his best for us.   

Thank you, Robin.” 

 

Gill Monk 

 

First Tour 

Hanover, Germany 

Robin O‘Connell 

Hanover,  

Germany  
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The ‗80s – A Young Band on a Grown-ups‘ Stage  

1980 1981 1982 1983 1984 

Roedean 

LP Recording 

The passion and inspiration from Robin, Trevor Edwards, John Pritchard and others in the band at that time,  

created opportunities that were far beyond the reach of your every day village band. 

 

From rehearsing at Roedean Girls School with professional musicians from the London Philharmonic Orchestra to 

some of our most memorable concerts at The Royal Albert Hall, The Queen Elizabeth Hall and The Orchard in 

Dartford, these events took significant organising and, in many cases, a leap of faith that the band would step up 

and meet the challenge...which, of course, we did! 

 

Along with tours to Germany, Austria and Malta, these were also defining years in the history of Eynsford  

Concert Band and provided life long memories for all of its members. 

ECB appears on 

BBC‘s Nationwide TV Programme 

 

Queen Elizabeth Hall Concert 

Robin O‘Connell 

Roedean Summer School 

LP Recording 

Robin O‘Connell 

Band Tour 

Hanover, Germany 

Robin O‘Connell 

10th Anniversary 

Queen Elizabeth Hall Concert 

Robin O‘Connell 

 

Orchard Concert  

with Crayford Brass Band 

Robin O‘Connell 

Roedean Summer School 

London Philharmonic Orchestra  

Robin O‘Connell 

 

Royal Albert Hall 

Classics for Pleasure Series 

Robin O‘Connell 
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1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 

Shrewsbury  

Festival  

Royal Albert Hall 

Malta 

Queen Elizabeth Hall Concert 

Robin O‘Connell 

Band Tour 

Malta 

Robin O‘Connell 

Band Tour 

Malta 

Robin O‘Connell 

Band Tour 

Austria 

Robin O‘Connell 

Shrewsbury International  

Music Festival 

Robin O‘Connell 
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The ‗90s – Have Band; Will Travel!  

1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 

Canada 

Band Tour 

Cyprus 

Robin O‘Connell 

 

Queen Elizabeth Hall Concert 

David Grubb 

Band Tour 

Austria 

David Grubb 

 

Queen Elizabeth Hall Concert 

David Grubb 

Band Tour 

Canada 

Robin O‘Connell 

 

Queen Elizabeth Hall Concert 

David Grubb 

 

Bob Hope Theatre Concert 

Nick Morris 

By the „90s, Eynsford Concert Band had developed a taste for travel and the enjoyment that came from both the 

music and the social side of being „on tour‟.  Our tours took us further afield and required even more logistical  

co-ordination for which Steve and Brian Bennett both earned their „tour master‟ stripes (could you imagine trying 

to get a 50 piece band and their instruments through airport security and customs today?!) 

 

The „90s also saw Robin retire from being our Conductor.  After nearly 20 years of building the band, Robin  

decided to step aside and let others take us forward.  Over the coming years, a number of band leaders stood  

before us and gave us the benefit of their different styles and tastes in music.  These included Nick Morris, Dave 

Grubb, Chris Mowat, Graham Sheldon, Phil Evans and Paul Welch, to whom we are all grateful for their part in 

our memories. 

Austria 

Cyprus 

 

Band  Weekend with 

Doncaster Concert Band 

Graham Sheldon 
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1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 

Holland 

Sligo 

Spain 

Band Tour 

Spain 

Chris Mowat 

 

VE Day &  

Hever Castle Concerts 

Paul Welch 

Band Tour 

Sligo, Ireland 

Paul Welch 

 

―By the Ford‖ CD Recording 

Graham Sheldon 

Band Tour 

Sligo, Ireland 

Paul Welch 

 

Concerts with  

Atherstone Choral Society 

Phil Evans 

 

Robin O‘Connell, founder, 

dies aged 51 

Band Tour 

Holland 

Chris Mowat 

International Celebrations 

Concert with  

The Kemsing Singers 

Stag Theatre 

Chris Mowat 
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A Band on Tour 

Hanover, Germany 

August 1982 

Robin O‘Connell 

Hanover, Germany 

August 1979 

Robin O‘Connell 

Antwerp 

Belgium 

40th Birthday Party Cruise 

August 2012 

Brussels 

Belgium 

October 2010 

John Hutchins 

Mediterranean Cruise 

August 2008 

Colin Palmer 

Nordic Fjords Cruise 

August 2006 

John Hutchins 

Waterford 

Ireland 

May 2004 

John Hutchins 

Mellieha, Valletta 

Malta 

June 2002 

Gerry Martin 

Mellieha, Valletta 

Malta 

April 2003 

Paul Welch 
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Prague, Marianske Lazne, 

Podebrady, Karlovy Vary 

Czech Republic 

August 2000 

Chris Mowat 

Arnhem 

Holland 

August 1998 

Chris Mowat 

Sligo, Athlone,  

Castlebar 

Ireland 

May 1997 

Paul Welch 

Sligo, Galway 

Ireland 

May 1996 

Paul Welch 

Valencia 

Barcelona, Sitges 

Spain 

1995 

Chris Mowat 

Austria 

July 1991 

Dave Grubb 

Cyprus 

March 1990 

Robin O‘Connell 

Austria 

1988 

Robin O‘Connell 

Malta 

April 1986 

Robin O‘Connell 

Malta, Gozo 

April 1987 

Robin O‘Connell 

Ottawa, Montreal, 

Toronto, Niagara 

Canada 

1993 

Robin O‘Connell 
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New Millennium; New Era  

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 

Waterford 

Malta 

The start of the new Millennium was marked by a band New Year's Eve party at the Cob Tree pub in Ivy Hatch.  

We did not know then what this new era would bring, and it wasn‟t until John Hutchins took up the baton in 2003 

that we started to find out. 

John joined us after completing his studies at the Royal Academy of Music, and we immediately benefited from 

having consistent musical direction and a pipeline of new ideas.  Through further CD recordings and BASBWE 

competitions, performances in Waterford Cathedral and associations with renowned composers, the band‟s  

maturity and standard has reached the pinnacle that we enjoy today. 

Our collaboration from 2008 with Dr. Nigel Clarke, leading to Heritage Suite, marked a new milestone for the 

band.  This composition for symphonic wind ensemble was dedicated to and written for Eynsford Concert Band 

and we had an amazing experience, from the first rehearsal with Nigel through to the world premiere performance 

and its first recording on our most recent CD, entitled "Heritage".  

Equally rewarding, in 2010, we launched a programme with the Malling School to help promote music in schools.  

Under the guidance of Trudy Dean and Brian Bennett, we have given a series of concerts and workshops at the 

school and raised additional funding for the provision of music lessons.  We are proud that, to date, our efforts 

have encouraged over forty Year 7 pupils to take up a musical instrument.  

Sadly, John decided that 2011 would be his last year as our musical director.  We are, however, delighted that he 

has agreed to accept the post of Conductor Laureate, and we look forward to working with him again in the future.    

And so begins the next chapter in the life of Eynsford Concert Band... 

Prague 

Band Cruise 

Nordic Fjords 

John Hutchins  

 

ECB wins Gold at 

NCBF Festival 

 

Trinity College Brass 

Festival 

John Hutchins 

―Beyond the Ford‖ CD 

Recording 

John Hutchins 

 

Bob Stewart, founder 

member, dies aged 82 

Band Tour 

Waterford &  

Waterford Cathedral 

Concert 

John Hutchins  

 

Grade-1-athon raises 

Over £15,000 for 

Childline 

Band Tour 

Malta 

Paul Welch 

 

Band  Weekend with 

Doncaster Concert 

Band 

 

John Hutchins  

appointed  

Musical Director 

Band Tour 

Malta 

Gerry Martin 

 

Denis Wick  

Master Class 

Concert with  

The Waverley Singers 

Chris Mowat 

Graham Sheldon 

Band Tour 

Prague, Czech Rep. 

Chris Mowat 
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2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2013...  2012 

Nordic Fjords Cruise 

Brussels 

Mediterranean Cruise 

Malling 

School 

To be continued... 

40th Anniversary 

Celebration Concert 

Anders Swane  

 

Joint concert with 

Maidstone Wind  

Symphony 

Mike Smith 

 

Band Cruise 

Antwerp 

ECB performs world 

premiere of  

Tom Davoren‘s 

―Looking In‖ 

 

―To The Stars‖  

Concert 

John Hutchins 

 

Dr. Nigel Clarke  

appointed  

Honorary Patron 

 

John Hutchins  

appointed  

Conductor Laureate 

 

Councillor  

Trudy Dean appointed  

Honorary Patron 

 

Paul Gould appointed 

Honorary Life Member 

Band Tour 

Brussels, Belgium 

John Hutchins 

 

―Helping to Promote 

Music in Schools‖ 

Programme with  

The Malling School 

John Hutchins 

Joe Stafford  

appointed  

Honorary Life Member  

on his 80th Birthday 

 

―Heritage Suite‖  

composed by  

Nigel Clarke for  

Eynsford Concert 

Band 

 

―Heritage Suite‖ World 

Premiere Concert 

 

―Heritage‖ CD  

Recording 

John Hutchins 

Band Cruise 

Mediterranean 

Colin Palmer 

 

Kreato  

Massed Bands  

Concert 

John Hutchins 

 

―Around The World‖ 

Concert 

John Hutchins 

ECB wins Silver at 

NCBF Festival 

 

Charity Garden Party 

raises £825 for  

Macmillan Cancer 

Support 
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Paul Gould, Wendy Eaton, Nigel Keen and Graham Bell have all been with the band since the very beginning 

(well almost) and are still with us today.    

 

Louise Arkley sat down with them and asked them about their fondest memories... 
 

What are your earliest memories of the band, and how did you get involved to start with? 

NK: I was recruited by Sue Wright in 1976 in time for the Christmas Concert at the Village Hall.  I was asked to stand in for 

her sister who had been playing principal flute but had tickets to a rock concert that she insisted on going to instead.   

Earning Robin‟s wrath, she never darkened the doors again! 

PG: I started playing the trombone when I moved to secondary school. I had intended taking up the cornet, but none were  

available, so I ended up with a trombone that was virtually as tall as me.  I enjoyed playing it straight away and practised 

every night (not something I can say I do now), but had to limit the music I played since I could not reach far enough to get 

6th/7th position (I always seemed out of tune on those notes, but I guess nothing‟s changed there!)  A couple of years later,  

I joined Kent Brass Band where I met another trombonist...Robin O‟Connell. 

WE: I can‟t remember the day I joined, but I do remember how much I relied on my parents to ferry me to our rehearsals,  

competitions and Sunday afternoon bandstand concerts.  I also remember us squeezing onto the stage in the Eynsford  

Village Hall and I still don't know how we did it! 

GB: I joined the band shortly after it was formed and remember because I had applied to join the Dartford Youth Orchestra and 

was put on the waiting list.  In the meantime, the conductor of DYO had heard of a new wind band in Eynsford and  

suggested I go along...and here I am, 40 years later! 

An Interview With... 

What have been the biggest changes you have seen over the years? 

NK: I suppose the biggest change was the transition to a committee run band, from one driven mainly by the vision of Robin.  

GB: Invariably, as everyone has got older with work and family commitments, keeping the social connection with all of the 

band‟s members is difficult, which is why our band tours are so important.  We used to take on many smaller events - 

school fêtes; park concerts; performing at the Cutty Sark; and even the odd wedding, but now as we have other  

commitments we now tend to focus on a smaller number of larger events. 

WE: There doesn‟t seem to be such a large amount of wide collars and dodgy haircuts these days – and that‟s just the men! 

PG: The dynamics of the band changing due to none of us being as young as we used to be. 

What are your fondest memories of our founder, Robin O'Connell? 

WE: Robin‟s enthusiasm, dedication and his pride in the bands achievements...and Scruffy his dog. 

GB: Robin was always very friendly and used to tell funny stories.  He was always with his dog, Scruffy, who he‟d bring to 

many rehearsals.  On the playing side I can remember Robin always striving for perfection and getting frustrated when he 

felt we could all do better.  I do confess to being quite fearful of making a mistake in those early years. 

NK: His dry sense of humour.  He‟d have an air of frustrated impatience one day, with „see if I care‟ days in between.  Of 

course he did care, and that‟s what made us all want to put the extra effort in. 

PG: A true friend who would do anything to help you out. His charismatic personality, his commitment to the band and his 

ability to gently coerce people to agree to his away even if they didn‟t!! 

What was the hardest piece you have personally had to play? 

NK: What, other than “Short Ride in a Fast Machine”?! 

WE: The Clarinet part to “Bach's Toccata and Fugue”. 

PG: "Three Paintings by Lautrec" and its solo that goes to a top Eb (which is stratospherically high for a tenor trombone).  

GB: Difficult one.  I would have to say "The Cowboys". 
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There must have been some very funny moments over the years, especially on tour - what incident made you 

laugh the most? 

PG: Over the years there have been many memorable and funny occasions, performing to a packed audience at a festival in 

Valencia at 2.00am is always one that sticks in my mind.  But there is a strict rule of „what goes away on tour, stays away 

on tour‟.  Many other events that come to mind are not in the public domain and shall stay that way….but rest assured, 

they were fun all the way! 

GB: There have been so many...playing a concert on a football field in a small village in the Catalan mountains, with a bonfire 

as light and being attacked by thousands of flying ants; arriving at Malta airport and not being able to get the Timpani 

through the doors in the arrival lounge; walking through the villages in Malta on an Easter parade for seven hours and  

being given a fried egg sandwich at the end of it; or arriving back to Roedean Girls Schools from a night out in Brighton to 

realise the next morning that someone had parked my car on the front lawn! 

NK: A funny moment that will stick in my mind was a concert on the second Germany trip.  John Pritchard in particular was a 

stickler for appearances and concert discipline.  One of our flute players had her ankle in a cast and she‟d been making a 

fuss about being able to get on and off the stage.  So, when the time came, the stage curtain drew back to reveal the flute 

player already seated in majesty, cast laden foot up on a spare chair pointed at the audience….and from behind we heard 

the steam coming out of John‟s ears along with barely muted curses. 

The band has had some notable practical jokers over the years - were you ever caught out? 

NK: I would hesitate to mention…those jokers are still around! 

GB: Mr Gould has always been quite a practical joker, but Dave Walker sticks most in my memory.  He has been very active 

over the years, but one particular incident comes to mind from one of our tours to Austria...we were all having a late night, 

partying in the hotel.  We had a more mature oboe player on the tour by the name of John Bessell, who I did not know very 

well at that time. The next morning Dave Walker approached me and said that John was very angry about the late night 

partying and had complained.  He had demanded an apology from the people involved, but as it was only my laughing that 

could be distinguished from the noise of the night before, Dave insisted that I would have to make a public and full  

apology to John on the coach later that morning.  Of course, everyone had been briefed by Dave, so I was torn off a strip 

by John and made a humble apology for my bad behaviour before everyone erupted in laughter.  Needless to say, it turned 

out that John Bessell had sense of humour after all! 

What has the band done that you are most proud of? 

GB: The recording of our CDs and the support for charities, servicemen and the local community is certainly something I think 

we should all be proud of. 

PG: We had a number of high profile concerts, including several returns to the Queen Elizabeth Hall, but for me none more so 

than performing at the Royal Albert Hall in 1984.  Who would have thought that a village concert band would have a 

chance to play with the London Philharmonic Orchestra at such a prestigious venue? 

WE: The competitions which we often took part in, the excitement and pride in the band when we did well - which I remember 

was also quite often.  

PG: Another memorable moment was our “Grade-1-Athon” when the whole band took up different instruments to pass a  

Grade 1 exam for charity.  We raised nearly £15,000 for ChildLine with that one event: what an achievement!  I even 

learnt to play the Alto Sax….but I won‟t be giving up the day job!! 

NK: The Royal Albert Hall concerts in 1984 – the highlight of my playing career.  Two full-on Friday nights in the popular 

NatWest Bank Classics for Pleasure concerts in the run up to Christmas, co-starring with the London Philharmonic  

Orchestra – some memorable moments and some scary moments too! 

What has the band meant to you? 

PG: The band has been a major part of my life, even changing what college course I attended during my training so I could be 

free on a Tuesday night for rehearsals... and I would not have changed it for the world.  To be part of an organisation 

which has achieved so much and still has further to go... and to make so many friends has been priceless. 

GB: Having been in the band for 40 years now, it has been and continues to be an important part of my life.  I have been in the 

band for longer than I have done anything else (work, education, etc.) Like other dedicated people in the band I have 

worked for long periods both in the UK and abroad.  It would have been simple to leave due to other commitments, but 

although I have always enjoyed music, enjoying music in ECB is the most important thing.  It‟s not a hobby or interest to 

me, it‟s quite simply a way of life.  



 

16 

Charity — Giving Something Back 

We have always been rooted firmly in our local community, and over the years have supported many local 

events and charities.  Since 2004, we have formally adopted a charity each year that is close to the heart of a 

member of the band in order to raise money to support their work.  In this time we have raised well over 

£30,000.   

 

The first, and largest, fundraising event that we undertook was when we completed a “Grade-1-Athon”.  This 

involved all the band members learning a different musical instrument in twelve weeks, and then taking a Grade 

1 exam in their new instrument, whilst asking family and friends to sponsor their efforts.  Organised by Clare 

Evans, the event was seen by all as a great success, and we raised over £15,000 for ChildLine.  The cheque was 

presented to Myleene Klass on behalf of ChildLine at our Christmas concert, and the band showed off its new 

“talents” by performing Frosty the Snowman with Myleene conducting. 
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Charity Garden Party 

raises £825 for  

Macmillan Cancer 

Support 

Since then, we have raised money for The British Heart Foundation; the kidney unit at Darenth Valley Hospital; 

Macmillan Cancer Support in memory of our founder, Robin O‟Connell; Bexley Alzheimers Society;  

Spadework (based in West Malling); the Oliver Fisher Special Baby Care Unit at Medway Maritime Hospital; 

Help For Heroes; and Coram. 

 

Our charity fundraising has also given us the excuse for some of our biggest and best social events and given us 

some of our fondest memories. 

As well as our fundraising, the band has also been involved for three years now in a project to encourage  

children at The Malling School to learn a musical instrument.  We have done this by means of a series of  

concerts and workshops at the school, and are currently providing support for a brass tutor to attend the school 

in order to give the children free or subsidised lessons.  As a result, and with over forty Year 7 pupils already  

taking music lessons, we hope that we are already creating the next generation of musicians and allowing these 

children to experience the opportunities that playing a musical instrument has given to all of us. 

Race Nights have been a 

favourite fundraiser 

and social event over 

the years 

nearly £2,000 raised for  

Help For Heroes  

over past 2 years 

£2,000 raised for  

Pilsdon Community and 

Spadework 
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Our Conductors over the years  

 

Robin O’Connell  1972-1990, 1993:  Robin was our founding father.  After exchanging his 

trade as an electrician for that of a teacher and as a trombonist himself, he gathered student 

players together to form the Eynsford Concert Band we know today. 

Nick Morris 1991, 1992, 1993:   Nick was a founder member of Stockport Schools Brass 

Band.  In 1987 Nick joined Epsom and Ewell Silver Band as Musical Director and 10 years 

later, Oxted Band as Musical Director.  As well as conducting, Nick is the principal trombone 

for a variety of orchestral groups, including the Salomon Orchestra and Chelsea Opera. 

David Grubb  1990 - 1993:  David Grubb read Music at Gonville & Caius College, Cambridge, then  

studied Conducting under George Hurst and Bernard Keeffe.  He conducted Eynsford Concert Band for 

three years, during which time he led three concerts at the Queen Elizabeth Hall in London as well as  

taking the band on a tour of Austria.  In 2010 he was appointed Musical Director of Tunbridge Wells  

Operatic Society. 

Graham Sheldon 1994 - 2002:  Born in London in 1960, Graham Sheldon joined the army as a Junior  

Musician in 1976 and went on to enjoy a very successful career in The Band of Her Majesty‟s Irish 

Guards.  He has always had a keen interest in local bands, both playing and conducting and has had a 

long association with Eynsford Concert Band. 

Chris Mowat 1995 - 2001:  Educated at Emmanuel College, Cambridge, Chris Mowat has 

played Principal Trombone with the Royal Philharmonic, Halle and BBC Philharmonic 

amongst other eminent British orchestras.  His arrangements and compositions have been 

recorded by artists ranging from the Berlin Philharmonic Brass to Desford Colliery Band.   

Phil Evans 1996, 1997:  Phil Evans had a distinguished musical career in the British Army. 

As a young soldier he was one of the Royal Trumpeters at Caernarvon for the investiture of 

Charles, Prince of Wales. At retirement he was Director of Music, Band of the Corps of Royal 

Engineers and the Army's senior musician.   

Paul Welch 1995 - 1997, 2003:  After leaving school, Paul joined the The Band of Her Majesty‟s Irish 

Guards and for the last three years was Band Sergeant Major.  After retiring from the army, he was a  

frequent guest conductor for Eynsford Concert Band, most notably on two trips to music festivals in 

Malta. 

John Hutchins 2003 - 2011:  In his new position of Conductor Laureate, John continues to promote 

and support the band.  John graduated from the Royal Academy of Music with a first class honours 

degree and is now enjoying a career as a freelance trumpeter performing worldwide with orchestras 

such as the Royal Opera House, The Ulster Orchestra and The Philharmonia.  Under the direction of 

John, the band has grown in both size and reputation, whilst developing an eclectic, challenging and 

rewarding repertoire. 

Colin Palmer 1993 - Present:  Colin‟s association with the band goes back over thirty years.  

He conducted his first concert with the band in 1993 at Wilderness School in Sevenoaks.  In 

2001 he was formally assigned the role of Assistant Musical Director.  Colin is a full time 

teacher of Music and ICT at Wilmington Boys Grammar School, where alongside his 

teaching he runs a Choir, Staff Choir, Brass Group and a Wind Band.  He has a passion for 

making music accessible to young people and, to this end, also conducts the Medway Schools 

Wind Band.  
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Prepared during March and April 2012 

By Louise Arkley and Ian Page 

With contributions from Graham Bell, David & Joanna Chapman, Wendy Eaton, 

Brian Evans, Paul Gould, Nigel Keen, Joanna Page and Colin Palmer 
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www.eynsfordconcertband.co.uk 

enquiry@eynsfordconcertband.co.uk 


