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HERITAGE SUITE

A HORN PLAYER'’S DIARY OF A NEW WORK

t was quite slowly that | started to

realize that the composition, Tirst

perfarmance and recording of a new
piece by Nigel Clarke - written specially for
Eynsford Concert Band, was a big deal. |
suspect that I'm not the only band
member whose first reaction 1o the news
was more of a raised eyebrow - “this
should be interasting”, and if we're
honest. a degree of apprehension along
the Imes of “hope it's not going Lo be too
weird”,
&= 1ar a5 1 can tell, the whols idea was cooked up
DEtwedn Miglﬂ, Jahn Hulchins (our conductor)
and Brian Bennelt (a long-standing meamber of
our fuba section), overa number of beveragas in
thelocal pub, The resufttng challange was thal
Higeal wausd write a suite for the band that draws
its inspiration from a siatue in Wesl Malling-High
Strenl. The statueis simply calked ‘Hope-and
SIS & woman -maving Framed with a dowve
atrout 1o thy from ke hand. Her cloak ballows
b &nd on: the back it has eight ditfarent
pariels showing ditterent scenes from the

trousand yaar history of this charming Kent fown.

T tirst | heard of the plan was Burng 2 crise
araund Spain last Augusl where the band was
Enfaying a greal hobday in returm for piaying a
few concerts bo our appreciative febiow cruisars,
Swedling the numirers of cur frempat section was
an pnfamiliar face which, on further investigation,
turned out to balong to Migel Clarke. Miged had
come along fo geat fo know 2 bit more abot the
band and the playvers he was intending to write
fo Wi were excited as, having heard my wife Jdo
playing her oboe, Migel infimated that he was
planning to includa a solo for her in s o
piece. The anttipation was beginneng to build!

Adber the crise things inevitably went quiet
il August this year when we fiad a first glance
al the nearly fmished scove, Prinied on A2 paper
with someshere in the regesi af Tty diferest

instrumental paris, gach line was 50 small that it
wias Hard b get an fdea of the overall sound that
would result. We immediately gaingd an
apprecizhion of the anarmous amount of work
that Miged was pting into this project.

& three line whip was issued for 38 band
members to- atlend the rebearsal on Septamber
Tsl when we would kave our firsl chance 10 play
Migel's raw phete. Meanwhile; Migel was
reportadly getting up at fowr in the moming
during his holetays o complate the score

Thea week befors the parts arrived, Jobhn gave
5 an exceflant introduction §0 the subject matter
of the masic, incluing an accompanying peem
writlen by Martin Westlake, 3 triend of Nigel's, for
Ihe oocasion
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First Attempt, Tuesday September 1zl

A first play-throwgh of 3 piecs 1.4 generally
mErvcns: moment, We are each handed a pristine
bttt il o 1en papes of masic. | felt
oapecially privileged 1o be playing & beand new
pace for the st Gme. None of 05 are sure how
technically challarging the misic is gong to be
Maximum concentration is reguired to sight-read
any inlamiliar plece, especiatly when the
comgoser is holding a baton in front of you.

iy first imipression of the opening movement
wits that | was really going 10 have o gel grips
with double-tongwing once and for alt. 10's called
‘Bric-a-brac Market' and has many rapidly
repeated serniquavers i the brass. My presant
sirategy of breathing too late and then doing 3 sorl
of flutter-tongue is not 'going fo'cot it

Nigel was rafreshingly open about where he had
oot searee of his thematic kbeas, noting litte hints
of Pefrishika here, Crown fmiperial thare and
hiomage Lo the Covantay Carol elsmahera, Despitz
thiz, thare was a Clear Individuad vesce af work i
the music, and | suspect most of us heaved &
gentie sigh that it wasn't weird at af, It's datlicult to
Tarm anything otfer than a general impression of
thie sk on the first phay theowgh, Most of my
Drain was fenvently counting, watching and trying
ot to mess it up!

In the: fifth mevement, "Warm Beerand Crickel”,

nboe a lovely rich, nostalgic theme. He even wrnde
a littha e on Jo's instrumantal part — "Yaur sabe

a5 promised’. The hnal movemeant is based on
thee suppression of Sir Thamas Wyatl's rebeflion
by Mary Tudor's forces. To recriate the scund of
an-army aporoaching from the distance we ae
asked bo stamp and clap, sometimes
simuaiananusty, while also trying not to drop our
Instruments.. . something else I'm going te have o
practise! The movement builds to 3 barnstorming
femash, thiogh | IRk we're going to have Lo spend
a bt of time gatting the Bnal bar tgethsr

Dver to John, Tuesday September 8ih

For John, conducting a-new plece i [&e walking a
teghtrope, O the one hand he wants 1o use his
imagination to it the muesic off the page; on the
ainer e is trying 0 be trpe B whal Nigel wouold
want ko achieve,

Thrring this: rehemrsal, it was fascinalmg to see
o iz of thie textures of the complele sound
are built up. There's a glarious section Just bakore
fhie-endd-of the piece where at least three very
distinctive and different sounds mesh togethes
mio an pplimislic, tiemphant chmax It's also
good o know Uhat this i one of those pisges thal
just peds betler e maode vou gat to know i |
realty should have practised that double-tonguing
seclion at the starf - | think | played it even worse

Migel proved o be 35 qood 38 his word, giving the | this week?
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HAT HOPE SA

All Day Rehearsal, Sunday Saptember 20th

With & premiéra and a CD recording coming
L, e nesded sormething more than our regular
Tugsday might rehearsal. Arfiving at South
Carenth Willaga Hall, it was graal 1o sae thal we
heacd & Full horn section. Migel kad again taken
Evrostar from nis home near Brusseds 1o see how
we were gefting on:

During one of the breaks. while munching on a
daughnut, | asked Nigsl about the second
movemenl, "Pravers and Plagees’. As pure masic
i works well, bul | couldn’t see the significance gl
the Arghic infleshion at (e end of the lisst hamse
Nigged explained that during the tme of the Black
Death, most people woukd Nave Knmem SOmeons
whi had gone to the Middle East with the
Gruzades and would no goubt have besn
infleencad by the different culure by the time
theny eame home

The Venue, Toesday October Gih
Tonight's rehearzal was in West Malling, getting
plrseives sl up in the Tithe Bzm where we are
for grve the warlds first perlormance an
Saturday. The barn itseli is a magnificent 300
year-oid structure which used o be part of the
nunmery thal was founded nearly a thousand
yiears ago. What a fantastic place fa tell 2
musheal story of hes beautilud Kentish towm
Having just returned rom a wonderful bwo
week holiday in the New Forest; my kack-of
recent practice was clear. | was surprised by
how much | had managed to forget during ry
two missed rahearsals, However, by the end of
thie evening both tingers and Bps were
beginnimg 1o work together again. . even
managing my most convinging double-tonguing
thus far.

The Premigre, Salurday Dclober 10th
| was hoping to try and find some time 10 do
some Stil-needed practice this momimg,
Ingvitably, by the time all shirts were ironed,
shoes cleaned and lmch eaten, it was ime 1o
leave horme
The afternoon was not just 4 refiarsal but also a
chance o introduce the work to somea of the
youmger members of our spdience, The vworkshop
was given by Nigel to a group of GESE and A kwel
sludents, We all learmed a bot more about some of
e building blocks of the music, 'm almost
ashamed o admif that | didn’t notice that the
hioras had & veey sear copy of the Dam Bustars
Theme during the "Warm Beer and Grickst’
mEment.

During the break betwen the rehearsal and the
parformance | had enouwgh time to have a proper
firsd look a% the Hope statue i the High Street; my
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LE R N B B ENEESNENRNENERH®S.

playing neads all the inspiration it can.get!
Looking at the slght diflerent panels depicting
scanes from the hisiory of Weast Malling, it's
amazéng fiow much detall can be saen, Mary
Tudor is clearly visible sonding her troops ta

| crush Whatt's rebellion. In another panel, rather

childishly | noted that one of the Eelders playing
the first recorded crickel match seamed to have
no trousers on; maybe the test match straaker is
not such 2 recent phengmenon!

In a change to our normal dresy code. the
ladies of the band were encouraged 1o wear long
gvening dressas. Adding fo the sensa of occasion,
it was wonderful o gee that the hall was full and
thera were aven one or bwo people standing at the
back. & Hghting man had done an excellznt job
and the stope wall behind the band was bathed in
mukti-colourad light. Tha first few pleces we
payed wera received well and se! the scere,

Ve were honoured that Martin Westiaka joined

EYNSFORD CONCERT BAND 15 2 symphonic wind

efsemiie that has been based in the small
Kentish village of Evnstord since 1972, The band
hiler & overseas requiary, and espires booatlain the
highest standards of musicianship within a social
and frigndly amiranment, Altracting players from
alf over the Sauth East of England, the band
niongtheless retains a core of iong-standing
membiErs. Th band is firmly rooted in its
commisnity and every year raises substantial
amounts for focal charities. Since 2004, nearty
30,000 has been rammed and this vear alonea it is
naped 1o raise ovar $5000 for four deserving
arpanisations.

Umcter the direction of John Hutchins the band
nas growm in both size and repulation and prides
itz on it aclegtic, chalenging and rewarding
rapertoire. Our most recent focus has besn on
featuring compositions for symphonic wind
ansemble by comamparary British composors.

This year marks 4 new milesione in the journey
of the band, with our coltaboration with Migel
Clarks ieading to Herlfzge Suite (What Hoge
Saw), his lates! composition for symphonie wind
Efsemble. We have had an amazing experience;
trom tha first rahearsal with Nigel through to
world pramierg periormance and the recording of
our recent GO enfitied Heritage.

Working closaly with Nigal throdgh the
eoncepteon, realisation and first performance of
this nesw piece has given the band a priviieged
nsght mls the amount of work that goes into
such creations. Bs a result, the band has gamed a
far greater-appraciation of i compositions for
symphonic wind ensemibles.

The band is now looking o the future, with
maiy exciting ptans. thal inchede a trip to Brussals
ned year b parhorm this rew work, and to meot
g with-Nwgel Clarka and Martin Westlake in theér
home city,

JOHN HUTCHINS has enjoyed connections with
the: band for some time and was appointed
condugtor in 2003, Having graduated from the
Rayal Acactemy of Music with a first class
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| ws for the concert and to reed his poem. I 52l the

| scene wonderfully and gave our lips a few
minutes by prepare themsehes.: Niped foliowsad
with @ shar infroduction and then it was over (o
s

It's always difficult o judge how a performance

| went when you are sitting on stage: The level ol

| zoncentration. combined with @ healthy dose of
nENVaUS eNergy meant that the sevinisen mingles
of misic seermed to pass by ina flash. | think we
gave a good account of oosselvas and miose
smportanty. of Nigel's music. 1t we were lo judge
by the asdienca's reception and of Migels
reaction. then the parformance was 3 greal
SURCCASS.

At the end of such a special occasion, it s

| possitde tofeal stightly fat or dellzlad once # is
all over. We've all worked 5o hard lowards 2 gogl
and now what? Forlunately, in this case, it isn't all
oVl I Tw wiseks Timse we'll Be making tha first

BOnOUrS degeee, Johin is-enjoying a career as a
Treslante inpmpeter. He has perfarmed with
ofchgstras such as the Roval Opera House
Oreiastea; the Uister Orohestra and the English
National Opera orchestra; and can currenthy ba
Tound perdorming in Plharmfom of the Gpera In
Longon's West End. John i also-a keen axponent
of Barogus misic specialising on the natural
truatipat {without valves). He performs-and
récords with some-of the word's finest Barogque
ensembles including The King's Consort, The
Sicteen, tha Drehestea of the Age of
Enfightenmeant, the Hanover Band, the Mew Yark
Collegium and the Suttgart Barogque Qrchestra,

Brass coaching features highly in John's career,
encompassing work as far afield as the
Vietnamass Symphony Orchestra, Wells
Intermational-School of Mosicand Trinity Coblege
of Mugic. He has also contritired 1o various
brass pubdications-and co-written 3 study book
I trumpat, He is Professor of Baroque Trumpet
Al the Royal Academy’ of Music.

Furlher information about the band can be
found on our website at
wiaweynsfordconcertband oo uk
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recording of Herftage Sife { Whal Hope Saw) as
part of our nev GO of British syphonic wind
band music znd then starting o plan our trip to
Migpel's hiome town in Belgium mixt year.

Bring Migel's afterrioan talk t the group of

sith formers, he made an interesting point which |
for-ma sums up mech. of this fascinating and
invigorating experience. He sad that he was
ahways @iming to improve ditferent aspecls of his
music makmg, Inihe same way,-a good playeris
always endeavouring to tmprove either some
aspect of their techniqus, or their tone. Laural-
sitting is not 3 worthwhile pastime for 2 good
miusician and perhaps even for a good person.
Like the statee in West Malkng High Strest,
enriched by past expenience, there & abwiys |
something new and exciting te alm for... |
cerizinky hope 20

Davigd Chapman

. NIGEL CLARKE begjan it musical carseras a

military bandsman but a devesloping interest in

| composition took him 1o the Royal Acaderny of

Music tostudy with Paul Patterson. Here his
striking orginality and capacity for hard work
were recognized by several significant awands
imcheding the Josiah Packer Prze adpedicated by
Sir Michasl Tippeltand the Oueen's
Commendation for Exceence, the Royal
Aradenry of Musie's highest distinctian. Mgel was
presdously Young Coimposen in Rasidence al the. |
Hong Kong Academy for Pedorming Ards,
Conposition and Comemporary Music Tulor-at
the Royal Academy of Music, Londan, Head of
Compesiton at the London College of Music and
hedia and Associale Composer b the world
fampous Black Dyke Rl Band, He has also been
ouest professar 2t the Xinjiang Arts Institute in
north-west Ching and Associste Gomposer to the
Feyal Military School of BMusic, Kneller Hall. More
recently b has become a visiting tulor af the
Foval Northern College of Music and Associate
Composer 1o the Band of HY Grénadier Guards,
In 2008 the asdard-of Doctor of Musical Arts wis
eorferrad upan him by Safford University,

Findt ot mrore abot Nigal and his
achigveimants al www rigel-clarke.com

MARTIMN WESTLAKE grew up in Harrow. Ha
stidied at University College, Oxtord. the John
Hopking University Schood of Advanced
International Studies, Balogna Centre and the
Eurppean Uiniversity Institute, Forence, He fived
and worked in Baly and France before moving o
Brussels, He has worked for several European
politcal erganisations and institutions-and is
currenthy Sacrelary General of the Edropean
Economic and Social Committes. Martin Is the
author of a number of books and articies sbout
British and Evropean politics and instiutions as
well 45 a major biography of Neil Kinnack: Ha is
alsa 3 bedding poet and is currently working on
an histgrical novel.

You can read more aboot Martin al
wany.martinwestiake gy |



