Band of the Grenadier Guards
and

Eynsford Concert Band
FOR

A showcase of the spectacular pomp and ceremony
of our great nation in one special evening
Conducted by
Major Kevin Davies LRSM ALCM CAMUS and
Michael Smith BA(Mus) LRSM
7.00pm Sunday 22nd November 2015
In support of

Welcome
Welcome to tonight’s concert, Eynsford Concert Band's third
performance with the Band of the Grenadier Guards at the Pamoja Hall.
By the end of tonight’s concert we anticipate that together we will have
raised almost £18,000 for SSAFA over our three concerts together. This is
the largest amount raised for a single charity in the band’s history and an
incredible achievement that has only been possible with your continued
generous support. It also demonstrates Eynsford Concert Band’s
continued commitment to raise awareness and much needed funds for
worthy local and national charities. To date the band has raised over
£50,000 for a wide range of worthwhile charitable causes.
The big news for Eynsford Concert Band last year was our win at the
National Concert Band Symposium competition - I am sure you may have
heard Mike mention it just a couple of times!
On the back of this win, however, we are
delighted to have been invited to represent
the UK in the “European Competition for
Wind Orchestras.”
Only one band from each country will be invited to take part. The
competition will be held in Utrecht, Holland on the 21st May 2016. This is
a huge honour for Eynsford Concert Band and I’m sure you will be rooting
for us and wishing everyone taking part the very best of luck.
It has also been a good year for our Musical Director, Mike Smith. Not
only has he had the privilege of conducting a championship winning
Concert Band, but he has also been promoted to the rank of Major ..no
doubt helped along by our competition win! Congratulations to Mike.
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One of the driving forces behind all three of our
joint concerts has been the Grenadier Guards Band
Sergeant Major, Andrew Wood (affectionately
known as Woody). Woody has given huge support
over the last three years, helping forge a fantastic
relationship between our two bands. Due to Army
commitments he is unable to perform tonight.
Also, after an illustrious career, he will be leaving
the Army at the end of this year. I know he is
really disappointed not to be here tonight and
know you will join me in wishing him well in his
retirement.
My thanks to tonight’s conductors Mike Smith and Major Kevin Davies for
their enthusiasm, professionalism and humour in bringing us together for
what I’m sure will be a memorable evening.
My sincere thanks also to Neil Crabtree from SSAFA for all of his continued
hard work in helping organise tonights event and, finally, my thanks to the
staff and management of the Pamoja Hall for all of their help and support.
I hope you enjoy tonight’s concert as much as we will enjoy performing it
and please do give generously to this very important cause.

Brian Bennett
Chairman
Eynsford Concert Band
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Programme

EYNSFORD CONCERT BAND
The National Anthem

arr Jacob

Procession of the Nobles

Rimsky-Korsakov

La Mezquita de Cordoba

Giroux

Bond….James Bond

arr Bulla

BAND OF THE GRENADIER GUARDS
State Occasion

Farnon

Symphonic Animations

arr Johnson

The Watermill

Binge

Soloist: Lance Corporal Peter Batai

Spitfire Prelude

Walton

Interval
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MASSED BANDS
Vivat Regina

Johnson

Neil Crabtree, Divisional Secretary SSAFA Sevenoaks

Here’s A Health

Wiffin

Albion Heritage

Sparke

Entry of the Queen of Sheba

Handel

Soloists: Lance Corporal Peter Batai & Alan Simpson

Bohemian Rhapsody
from ‘Queen Forever’

arr Johnson

Jupiter, The Bringer of Jolity
From ‘The Planets Suite'

Holst

Jerusalem

Parry

Pomp & Circumstance March No 1

Elgar

Col Jo Gunnell OBE DL, Chairman SSAFA Kent

SSAFA March – Royal Ceremony
Service Marches

Swift
Various

British Grenadiers

Arr Kappey
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Jerusalem

And did those feet in ancient time
Walk upon England's mountain green?
And was the holy Lamb of God
On England's pleasant pastures seen?
And did the countenance divine
Shine forth upon our clouded hills?
And was Jerusalem builded here
Among those dark satanic mills?
Bring me my bow of burning gold!
Bring me my arrows of desire!
Bring me my spear! O clouds, unfold!
Bring me my chariot of fire!
I will not cease from mental fight,
Nor shall my sword sleep in my hand,
Till we have built Jerusalem
In England's green and pleasant land.
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SSAFA at work
SSAFA is the oldest national military charity and for 130 years
has provided lifelong support for those who are serving or have
ever served in our Armed Forces.
SSAFA was founded by Major (later Colonel Sir) James Gildea in
1885 to provide funds and volunteers to look after Service
families left behind at the time the Second Expeditionary Force
set sail for Egypt.

In 1899 at the time of The Boer War there were 2000 SSAFA volunteers
throughout Great Britain. By 1914, SSAFA had 50,000 volunteers and was
responsible for paying out £1m from the National Relief Fund.
In 1941 SSAFA opened its overseas department at the request of Field
Marshall Montgomery to deal with enquiries from serving men regarding
the safety of their families back home.
Since the end of World War Two, there has only been one
year, 1968, that no British serviceman was killed in action.
This a statistic that can sometimes be overlooked during
Remembrance time when our thoughts can focus on those
lost during the two world wars and other conflicts to date.

In 1982 SSAFA provided support to the families
of servicemen injured or killed in the Falklands,
including accompanying 541 bereaved relatives
who travelled to the Falkland Islands the
following year.
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Nationally, we support 50,000 people
and in the last year have provided
£1.8m in debt support that has
included 131 council tax arrears, 149
rent arrears, 79 mortgage arrears, 38
repossession cases and 1,247 token
payments to creditors.
Last year in Kent alone SSAFA caseworkers provided assistance to 564
cases, made 802 visits and provided £376,000 in financial assistance.
SSAFA works in partnership with other military charities and
specialist organisations to ensure that those who turn to us
for help get the support they need.

SSAFA assists anyone who has served at least one day in any rank in the
Armed Forces including National Service and Reserve Forces. Assistance is
available to spouses/partners, widows/widowers and dependant children.
Our network of branches
provide help for veterans and
their families in the
community and our in service
volunteers work on military
bases to help families meet the
challenges of service life.

Our doctors, nurses, midwives and social
workers deliver health and community
care for British Forces worldwide. We
have support groups for families who
have been bereaved, and for families of
the wounded, injured and sick.
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The Military Wives Choirs
Foundation brings Forces women together
through singing. Our Norton
Homes provide free accommodation for
the families of service men and women
receiving long term medical treatment
and our Stepping Stone homes, provide
free of charge, short-term accommodation
for women and children experiencing
relationship breakdown.
We hope Colonel Gildea would approve, I think he would.

We want our Armed Forces (both Regular and Reserves), veterans
and their families to know they can depend on SSAFA for support
now and for the rest of their lives. Our values mean we are
committed, practical and understanding.
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Band of The Grenadier Guards
King Charles II restored not only the Monarchy to England but
patronage of the arts, not least by laying the foundations of the Band of the
Grenadier Guards when he commissioned 12 Hautbois (early Oboe)
players to the First Regiment of Foot Guards in 1685. The Regiment was to
later become known as the Grenadier Guards after their victory on the
battle field at Waterloo.

The return of the King and his court from exile sounded an explosion of
the arts into London, under the court's continental influence. Charles's
decision to maintain musicians in his Foot Guards Regiment was also a
reflection of this, and some of his musicians would have come from
Germany where the "Hautboisistenbande" had originated some 20 years
earlier.
The Band of the Grenadier Guards has been filling the streets of London
with music and colour for over three centuries, a truly historic sound and
sight. It is symbolic and emblematic of London and our nation's history.
The Band has served 15 monarchs over 330
years, with dedication and pride. It has been
present at all the major royal occasions and has
been a witness to all London's key historic
events both tragic and joyful.
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It raised morale during the darkest hours of the Second World War, its
uplifting music ushered in a new beginning at the Coronation of our
present Queen and was a part of the national celebrations that marked both
her Golden and Diamond Jubilee.
The Band of the Grenadier Guards has a long and enviable tradition for
overseas travel. The first recorded visit was in 1701 when William III took
three Hautbois from the regiment with him on his visit to the Netherlands.
Subsequent visits included Paris in 1815 after the Battle of Waterloo and
Boston in 1872 when the band became the first overseas military unit to
visit the US since the end of the "War of 1812". The band continues to
travel, and more recently has performed in Australia, the United States of
America and Canada along with performances in most countries in
Western Europe.
The Regimental quick march, “The
British Grenadiers” is one of the
most recognisable and memorable
tunes in the world, and a part of our
musical heritage. One of the band's
admirers during the 18th century
was George Fredrick Handel. He
demonstrated his admiration by
presenting the march from Scipio to
the Regiment before he included it
in his opera of the same name when
it was first performed in 1726.
George II gave Handel the task of scoring the "Music for the Royal
Fireworks", most commonly performed with strings, for the King's own
musicians who were wind players from his Foot Guards. Handel would
have undoubtedly come into contact with musicians from the Grenadier
Guards during the first performance at Vauxhall Gardens in 1749.
Throughout Britain's history the music of the Band of the Grenadier
Guards has been the backdrop to our national life and identity and the
modern day band and its musicians proudly continue in the traditions set
in place by its forefathers. The mainstay of the band’s work is set on the 11

state and ceremonial stage where age old back drops such as Buckingham
Palace, Windsor Castle, The Palace of Westminster and Horseguards
Parade continue to bear witness to musical excellence during the Changing
of the Guard, Queen’s Birthday Parade and the State Opening of
Parliament ceremonies to name just a few.
The band has existed in numerous guises
since its formation and is now formed as a
Symphonic Wind Band that can tackle even
the most demanding of serious repertoire.
However, the band is equally at home in
smaller groups such as a Wind Quintet,
Brass Ten Piece or even a Big Band.
These ensembles are regularly used and serve to ensure that the musicians
of the band are both musically challenged and able to perform in a variety
of styles. Just as Handel started the tradition of writing music for the band,
various high profile composers have continued to be involved and
alongside talented individuals from within the band itself, continue to
arrange much of the band’s every day repertoire.
Military role continues to be an important part of the life of any Military
Unit and this is the same for bands within the Army. A number of army
bands were deployed into theatre during the recent conflict in Afghanistan
and similarly, numerous musicians have volunteered for deployment on an
individual basis, where their roles as drivers were both dangerous and
essential.
The flip side of deployment has seen Short
Term Training Teams from within army music
being deployed to areas of the world such as
Ethiopia, Jordan, Sierra Leone and Pakistan to
help develop military music in these countries
and also giving valuable support to western
charities working with the general population.
It is believed that music is the perfect medium
with which to help break down any perceived
cultural barriers.

BAND OF THE GRENADIER GUARDS

Postcards

50p

Book

£10

CDs

£10
Pictures

£3.00

To purchase any of these items contact 0207 414 3267 or email BandGG-PublicRelations3@mod.uk
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MAJOR KEVIN DAVIES LRSM ALCM CAMUS enlisted into the Army
in September 1983. On completion of his basic training he joined the Staff
Band of the Royal Corps of Transport, Aldershot as a clarinettist in January
1984. His nine years service with this band saw him tour widely where as
principal he visited countries such as Cyprus, Hong Kong, Germany,
France, Italy and the Queen’s official State Visit to Jordan in 1984.
In 1992 he was selected to attend the Student
Bandmaster’s Course where upon graduating
won the Principal Director’s Music Prize for
conducting in 1994. His first appointment
was in January 1996 as Bandmaster of the
Royal Corps of Signals Band during which he
spent three years touring countries such as
United States of America, Cyprus, Sweden,
Germany and Northern Ireland.
January 1999 saw the subsequent
appointment as Bandmaster with the Band of
the Irish Guards. As well as performing at
the many high profile and prestigious events
undertaken by this band also included a
deployment on operational duties in Kosovo.
Selection for a Commission in January 2005 followed with the appointment
as Director of Music, The Band of The Brigade of Gurkhas. This was
followed in 2008 as Director of Music, The Band of The Life Guards. As
Director of Music he participated in many State and high profile events
including directing the two mounted bands on the Queen’s Birthday
Parade in June 2009 and 2011. In July 2011 he was appointed as the SO2
Manning & Recruiting at the Headquarters Corps of Army Music, a
position primarily responsible for the Manning and Policy issues of the
Corps and the recruitment of potential musicians into the army.
Appointment as the Director of Music of the Band of the Grenadier Guards
followed in July 2013. Major Davies will be appointed as the SO2 CAMUS
at the Army Personnel Centre in Glasgow in February 2016.
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Eynsford Concert Band
EYNSFORD CONCERT BAND is a symphonic wind ensemble that has
been based in the small Kentish village of Eynsford since 1972.
The band has 50 playing members from all over the South East of England
that aspire to attain the highest standards of musicianship within a social
and friendly environment. Eynsford Concert Band has gained an
international reputation having toured Austria, Canada, Cyprus, Czech
Republic, Ireland, Netherlands, Malta, Spain and Belgium as well as
playing aboard cruise ships in the Fjords of Norway and the
Mediterranean where we provided the on-board entertainment.

The band enjoys performing a wide range of concert band repertoire from
popular music arrangements and orchestral transcriptions to classic and
modern wind band works. We have recorded three CDs, proudly releasing
Heritage in January 2010, featuring a Suite by Nigel Clarke written
especially for the band.
In July 2014 the band had the honour of being crowned National
Champion Concert Band following their performance at the National
Concert Band Symposium (NCBS) held in Canterbury. This was followed
up by accepting an invitation to guest at the 2015 NCBS Gala Concert.
The band is firmly rooted in its community and
every year raises substantial amounts for local
charities, recently helping raise much needed
funds for both SSAFA (the Soldiers, Sailors,
Airmen and Families Association) and King's
College Hospital Critical Care Unit.
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Michael Smith BA(Mus) LRSM was born in Warwickshire and joined
the Army as a clarinettist, serving in England, Northern Ireland and
Cyprus before being selected to attend the three year Bandmaster Course
at The Royal Military School of Music, Kneller Hall. He graduated in 1996
winning the Commandant’s Prize and the coveted Worshipful Company of
Musician’s Medal for best all-round Student Bandmaster of the year whilst
completing his Bachelor of Arts Degree and gaining his Licentiate of the
Royal School of Music in Conducting.
In April 2008 Michael was selected for a
commission into the Corps of Army Music
and was appointed Director of Music the
Band of The Royal Irish Regiment (TA)
based in Holywood, Northern Ireland.
In October 2010 he was appointed
Director of Music The Band of the Corps
of Royal Engineers in Chatham, Kent.
After just 8 months with the Engineers Band he was asked to take up the
much coveted appointment of Director of Music the Band of the Grenadier
Guards in June 2011. It was at this time that he also took up the Musical
Directorship of Eynsford Concert Band, in their 40th Anniversary year.
In July 2013 Michael left the Band of the Grenadier Guards to return to
Headquarters Corps of Army Music in a staff officer post and also taking
on the role of Corps Secretary, Corps of Army Music. In April 2015 he was
appointed Chief Instructor at The Royal Military School of Music where he
is responsible for the training of Army Bandmasters and Musicians.
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For Queen and Country
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