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A WHOLE

NEW WORLD

EYNSFORD CONCERT BAND
representing UK at ECWO 2016 Utrecht

wind band
competition
taken to new
heights

So, here we were, a thriving community band
from Kent off to the European Championships
for Wind Orchestras. Like all good talent show
competitors, we had an “emotional journey”,
Unfortunately, ours consisted largely of a ferry
and three hour traffic jam somewhere around
Antwerp. But we were full of high spirits. The
English love Europe and they love us, right?
Our adventure eventually started on late arrival
at our accommodation - a wonderful venue
called Akoesticum, a specialist residential
centre for the performing arts. OK, it looked

a bit like an Army barracks - not surprising
as, until a few years ago that’s exactly what

it was but, once inside, we found world class
rehearsal, food and leisure facilities. It was

a real revelation to see how much the local
government and community were putting into
the arts - something we would see much more
of over the course of the weekend.

The competition was due to run all of the
following day and, lucky us, we were drawn to
take the prime 10am in the morning slot. We
decided discretion was the better part of valour
and refrained from relaxing too much that
evening. A 6am start beckoned and a long day
of competition...

The big day saw us arrive at the venue at the
crack of dawn at the Tivoli Vredenburg concert
hall in Utrecht. It is a beautiful modern concert
hall in a picturesque city but, at 7am in the
morning, | have to say we probably weren't as
appreciative as we would normally be, An hour
later though, having spent some time in and
around the venue and our fellow competitors,
the enormity and scale of the event began to
sink in. This was wind band competition taken
to new heights. Not only was there the main
event in the concert hall but the whole city was
alive to a fringe festival.

Other local bands were competing and
entertaining the many visitors to the town -
performing in pop up stages and on riverboats
along the canal system. There was even a brass
band playing as a support act inside the main
venue - 1 don't think we'd ever see that in the
UK. On top of this, the whole thing was live on
Dutch TV, so no pressure there then. Bet we
weren’t there just as tourists, we were there
to uphold the great tradition of UK groups in
European musical TV competitions...
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Advance information

For publication in the Autumn, two new spectacular Christmas showpieces for Wind Orchestra.
Substantial, imaginative, attractive and distinctive, both are sure to become Christmas classics.

Malcolm Binney Chris Holmes

Christmas Extravaganza A Christmas Garland
A New Christmas Festival for Wind Orchestra Three Symphonic Carols for Band Three

A brilliantly conceived Christmas overture traditional carols in contemporary settings.
or finale designed as an alternative or Vibrant, spirited and strikingly dynamic.
companion to Anderson’s enduring AB grade 6/7, US grade 4/5

favourite. A wealth of fanfares and
sparkling surprises, often brilliant, often
poignant - a real Christmas celebration.
AB grade 6/7, US grade 4/5

www.maecenasmusic.co.uk



