Celebrating the Life of

Gordon (Joe) Stafford
10th March 1929 – 28th January 2017

1.30pm, Monday 27th February 2017
Eltham Cemetery Chapel
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Order of Service
Music on Entry
The Rising of the Lark
H.M. Welsh Guards Regimental Quick March
Performed by representatives of the Welsh Guards Band

Welcome and Introduction
Chaplain R.N.R. Douglas F.M. Perkins

Prayers
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Hymn
Guide me, O thou great redeemer,
Pilgrim through this barren land;
I am weak, but thou art mighty,
Hold me with thy powerful hand;
Bread of heaven, bread of heaven
Feed me till I want no more;
Feed me till I want no more.

Open now the crystal fountain
Whence the healing stream doth flow;
Let the fire and cloudy pillar
Lead me all my journey through:
Strong deliverer, strong deliverer;
Be thou still my strength and shield;
Be thou still my strength and shield.

When I tread the verge of Jordan,
Bid my anxious fears subside;
Death of death, and hell's destruction
Land me safe on Canaan's side:
Songs of praises, songs of praises,
I will ever give to thee;
I will ever give to thee.
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Bible Reading
Ecclesiastes Chapter 3 1-8
Read by Colour Sergeant Richard Hunter, Welsh Guards Band

Remembering Joe
composed by Stephen Davies
Performed by the Eynsford Concert Band Clarinet Quartet

He’s Gone
David Harkins 1959
Read by David Walker, Eynsford Concert Band
You can shed tears that he is gone
or you can smile because he has lived.
You can close your eyes and pray that he’ll come back
or you can open your eyes and see all he’s left.
Your heart can be empty because you can’t see him
or you can be full of the love you shared.
You can turn your back on tomorrow and live yesterday
or you can be happy for tomorrow because of yesterday.
You can remember him and only that he’s gone
or you can cherish his memory and let it live on.
You can cry and close your mind,
be empty and turn your back
or you can do what he’d want:
smile, open your eyes, love and go on.
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Hymn
And did those feet in ancient time
Walk upon England's mountain green?
And was the holy Lamb of God
On England's pleasant pastures seen?
And did the countenance divine
Shine forth upon our clouded hills?
And was Jerusalem builded here
Among those dark satanic mills?
Bring me my bow of burning gold!
Bring me my arrows of desire!
Bring me my spear! O clouds, unfold!
Bring me my chariot of fire!
I will not cease from mental fight,
Nor shall my sword sleep in my hand,
Till we have built Jerusalem
In England's green and pleasant land.
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Those were the days my friend
Gene Raskin
Performed by Stephen Davies

Our Memories of Joe
Read by Brian Little

Dafydd y Garreg Wen
(David of the White Rock)
Traditional
Performed by representatives of the Welsh Guards Band
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Hymn
Abide with me: fast falls the eventide;
the darkness deepens; Lord, with me abide:
when other helpers fail and comforts flee,
help of the helpless, O abide with me.

I need thy presence every passing hour;
what but thy grace can foil the tempter's power?
Who, like thyself, my guide and stay can be?
Through cloud and sunshine, Lord, abide with me.

I fear no foe, with thee at hand to bless;
ills have no weight, and tears no bitterness.
Where is death's dark sting? where, grave, thy victory?
I triumph still, if thou abide with me.

Hold thou thy cross before my closing eyes;
shine through the gloom, and point me to the skies;
heaven's morning breaks, and earth's vain shadows flee;
in life, in death, O Lord, abide with me.
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Last Post
Lance Sergeant Stuart Laing, Welsh Guards Band

Commendation and Farewell
Prayers

Outgoing
Men of Harlech
H.M. Welsh Guards Regimental Slow March
Performed by representatives of the Welsh Guards Band

a private family committal will follow
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Joe’s family would like to thank you for attending this
celebration and for sharing in the fond and lasting
memories we all have of him.

With grateful thanks for your kind donations in aid of
The Greenwich & Bexley Community Hospice.

Following this service, please join us at
The Falcon Pub (Harvester)
opposite Falconwood Station.

Joe and Irmgard's Wedding Day, May 1956. This was the first time Joe wore his Welsh
Guards tunic. To the right of the photo is Ralph Vaughan Williams, who gave Irmgard
away, together with his wife, Ursula.

