Love is in the Air
An evening of music and romance with

EYNSFORD CONCERT BAND
Conducted by Mike Smith

Sunday 14th May 2017
THE SPACE – Sevenoaks Performing Arts Centre

A Warm Welcome
A very warm welcome to the Pamoja Hall, Sevenoaks for Eynsford Concert
Band’s Spring Concert. “Love is in the Air” with a programme of music
and romance that we hope will take you on a journey from Shakespeare’s
Romeo and Juliet through to a secret rendezvous in MacArthur Park.
The band has been busy ensuring the music is up to our
now well-known high standards. As always, careful
thought has gone into the selection and variety of music
to be performed for your entertainment. Some of the
items you may already know and should require little
explanation as to their inclusion in the programme.
Hopefully we also have included some new pieces for
you to enjoy too, as well as some that may require a
more open mind as to their inclusion (‘tenuous’, I’ve
been told!).
2017 has already seen exciting developments for
Eynsford Concert Band with the formation of our own
Young Musicians’ Academy. This has been set up to
provide a safe and encouraging environment for young
aspiring musicians who are in full-time education to
help build their experience of playing and performing in
a large ensemble and to develop musically.
Our first Academy member, Dan Ballard, features in
tonight’s concert as a member of the trombone section.
We hope he enjoys his time with us and will see this
initiative grow to provide a great learning place for the
next generation of musicians and members of our band.
If you would like to learn more about our Young Musicians’ Academy
please visit our website www.eynsfordconcertband.co.uk or drop us an
email to academy@eynsfordconcertband.co.uk.
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Following our terrific performance at the 2016 European Championships
for Wind Orchestras in Holland last summer, the band has decided to take
a break from competitions. Instead, we are concentrating our efforts this
summer on taking the band and over 100 friends on a cruise to the
Norwegian Fjords. I’m sure it will be a fantastic trip which we look
forward to updating you about on our return.
As you will see later in this programme, planning is advanced for a return
joint concert with the Band of the Grenadier Guards. This exciting
opportunity to see two of the finest wind bands in the country
will take place here at Pamjoa Hall on Sunday 5th November and
will be in support of ABF - The Soldiers’ Charity. Tickets are on
sale now, so please order yours soon to avoid disappointment.
As always, thank you for your continued support and I hope
you enjoy listening to the great sounds of Eynsford Concert
Band.
Kind regards.

Mike
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Programme

“Montagues & Capulets”
from Romeo and Juliet Suite

Sergei Prokofiev

The Hounds of Spring

Alfred Reed

Gershwin!

Arr. Warren Barker

Can't take my eyes off you

Bob Crewe

Wedding day from Troldhaugen

Edvard Grieg

Beauty and the beast

Arr. Toshio Mashima

MacArthur Park

Arr. Mike Smith

Interval
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Raffle
Danse Bacchanale

Camille Saint-Saëns

Chivalry

Martin Ellerby

Love theme from “The Godfather”

Nino Rota

Almost like being in love

Lerner & Loewe

Soloist: Sue Rivers

Danźon no. 2

Arturo Marquez

Land

T. Muramatsu

Soloist: Stefan Beckett

Czardas

Vittorio Monti

Soloist: Stefan Beckett

Wedding Dance from
Call of the Cossacks

Peter Graham
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Programme note: Chivalry
CHIVALRY is a Symphonic Tone Poem for Brass, Wind and Percussion by
Martin Ellerby, one of the band’s favourite composers. It was
commissioned for, and first performed at, the All England Masters Brass
Band Championships in 2003.
Chivalry, with its various associations, is a title well suited to a band
contest piece. It takes the two principal themes of love and war and allows
them to compete against each other in what can broadly be described as a
cinematic structure.
The art of courtly love, the devotion of knights to their ladies, the acts of
heroism in the arena of the tournament and on the field of battle are
presented in a musical form and represented by musicians engaged in
friendly combat.
This musical journey is broken down into a series of scenes as follows:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Fanfare and Overture
Combat
1st Romance
Pageant
2nd Romance
Tournament
To the Warres

8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.

Honour
1st Crusade
3rd Romance
Cortege
2nd Crusade
4th Romance
Finale.

These sequences and their associated imagery are broadly recognisable
and bound together to create a progressive and convincing whole. To aid
this, you will hear the romance element returning at various points as a
common theme. Other aspects have their moment, but do not reappear.
The band enjoys dramatic and lyrical pieces that are designed to both
challenge and entertain and we therefore hope that you enjoy it as much as
we have enjoyed learning it over the past few months.
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Soloist: Stefan Beckett
We are honoured that, over the past couple of years, Stefan Beckett has
become a regular and welcome member of Eynsford Concert Band’s team
of percussionists (or ‘Sheddies’, as we lovingly like to call them).
Stefan is in his final year at the Royal College of Music as a Pete Handley
Scholar. He began learning percussion through the Bromley Youth Music
Trust, where for many years he played in their various ensembles and
toured many European countries. In his final two years, he also became a
member of the National Youth Orchestra of Great Britain, and won both
the Trinity Guildhall Exhibition Award and the Norman Trotman
Competition.
As a soloist, Stefan has premiered a snare
drum duet with Dame Evelyn Glennie,
and in 2014 performed in the percussion
final of BBC’s Young Musician of the Year.
He is also a member of the American style
drumline ‘Box9 Drumline’, with whom he
played at the 2015 Rugby World Cup
final and semi-finals at Twickenham, and
the NFL international series at Wembley.
As an orchestral musician, Stefan has played with the Royal Philharmonic
Orchestra and the Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra, as well as leading
the RCM Symphony Orchestra percussion and timpani sections under the
baton of Bernard Haitink, John Wilson and Nicholas Collon. He is also
principal percussionist of the Young Musician’s Symphony Orchestra, the
Universities of London Symphony Orchestra, and the Britten-Pears
Orchestra.
We are delighted that Stefan is not only with us for this evening’s concert,
but has agreed to perform for us as one of our very talented soloists and
we all wish him the best of luck as he concludes his studies later this year.
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Remembering:
Alison Barker and Joe Stafford
The start of 2017 has been saddened by the loss of two of Eynsford Concert
Band’s long serving members who many of you may remember.
Alison Barker (2nd June 1961 – 15th January 2017). The band was very
sorry to hear of the loss in January of our former principal flute Alison to
breast cancer. Alison first joined the band in 1986 after moving to the area
to work as a nurse. Her technically accomplished and confident playing
made her a real asset to the band, often tackling the most difficult solos,
and her vivacious and independent spirit quickly established her as one of
the band’s ‘characters’.
Alison left the band a few years ago, but
remained active in the local musical community,
inspiring the next generation of children to enjoy
music. Her sudden illness and death was a real
shock to us all, and our thoughts and best wishes
are with Mike and Ashleigh.
Joe Stafford (10th March 1929 – 28th January 2017). Gordon (Joe) Stafford
was born in Birmingham and given the name Alfred Branston by his foster
mother (and nicknamed “Pickles” at school). Joe was happily re-united
with his mother when he was 21 and changed his name back to his birth
name of Gordon Stafford.
Joe joined the Queens Royal Surrey Regiment as a
band boy at the age of 14. He later joined the
Welsh Guards Band where he became principal
clarinet in both the concert band and orchestra
playing at many state occasions including Charles
and Diana's wedding breakfast. At the rank of
Colour Sergeant, Joe left the Army in 1983 after 40 years of service.
Even before leaving the Army Joe had joined Eynsford Concert Band and
after over 30 years of loyal membership was awarded our first Honorary
Life Membership in 2009. He always had a smile on his face, he helped
many a friend and was a very generous and inspirational gentleman. His
love for music was un-swerving and this continued throughout his life.
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ABF – The Soldiers’ Charity
Every year, Eynsford Concert Band supports a local charity that has a
connection to a member of the band. In memory of Joe Stafford, our
chosen charity this year is ABF - The Soldiers’ Charity.
ABF is the National Charity of the British Army. It gives a lifetime of
support to soldiers and veterans from the British Army, and their
immediate families. It makes grants to individuals through their
Regiments and Corps and support a wide range of specialist charities that
sustain the British Army ‘family’, both at home and around the world.
ABF takes pride in being responsive, making a difference at the time when
it is needed most. It has been doing this since 1944, working with veterans
of every conflict, and envisages continuing doing so for the ‘long haul’ –
supporting all future generations of our soldiers and their dependents.

a musical tribute

“Lest We Forget”
in support of ABF - The Soldiers’ Charity
As part of our collaboration with ABF, we are very excited to announce a
joint concert with the Band of Grenadier Guards on Sunday 5th
November, here at The SPACE, Sevenoaks.

Tickets on
sale now!
This concert promises to be a thrilling evening of music from Eynsford
Concert Band and the Band of the Grenadier Guards, followed by a
massed-bands finale ....and all conducted by our very own Major Mike
Smith!
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Dates for your Diary
Majestic Fjordland Cruise
Travelling aboard Columbus, Cruise & Maritime’s newest ship, with a band group
totalling more than 160 passengers, performing as we sail amongst the
beautiful scenery of the Norwegian Fjords.

Fjords of Norway
4th to 11th August 2017
++++

1812 Fireworks Concert
Join us for a summer’s evening of entertainment, food and beer stalls,
culminating in a concert of popular classics plus fireworks finale to
accompany Tchaikovsky’s 1812 overture.

Swanley Park, Swanley
7.30pm Friday 25th August 2017
++++

Bexley Summer Fayre
Roll-up, roll-up for a Traditional Summer Fayre in the grounds of Mill
Meadows Farm in Bexley Village and help us raise money for the very special
Evelina Children’s Hospital

Mill Meadows Farm, Bexley
Afternoon, Sunday 3rd September 2017
++++

“Lest We Forget”
A joint concert with the Band of the Grenadier Guards
Join us for a thrilling evening of music featuring Eynsford Concert Band and
the Band of the Grenadier Guards, followed by a massed-bands finale

THE SPACE – Sevenoaks Performing Arts Centre
7:00pm, Sunday 5th November 2017
Tickets £16 available from
tickets@eynsfordconcertband.co.uk
or call on: 07506 679015
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Eynsford Concert Band
Conducted by Mike Smith

Piccolo & Flute
Paul Williams
Flute
Clare Evans
Jane Wright
Anna Casling
Sue Ringrose
Oboe
Alan Simpson
Jenny Harris
Oboe & Cor Anglais
Helen Fidler
Bassoon
Sian Miller
Peta White
Alto Saxophone
Marie ChalkleyBowman
Zoe Marks
Luke Bowman
Tenor Saxophone
Graham Bell
Alison Herring

Eb Clarinet &
Clarinet
Neil Anderson
Clarinet
Bryan Edwards
Andy Mattison
Joanna Page
Angela Jackson Smith
Wendy Eaton
Mags Shackleton
Viv Astall
Fiona Egan
Horn
Carol Maher
Alicia Newitt
Jack Pierce
Duncan Gwyther
Martin Grainger
Euphonium
Geoff Batty
Tom Briers

Trumpet
David Walker
Paul Boyd
David Simmonds
Ray Lester
Robert Bennett
Pete Ringrose
Trombone
Paul Gould
Liz Smallwood
David Maher
Dan Ballard
Bass Trombone &
Conductor
Steve Aitken
Tuba
Steve Bennett
Graeme Cutler
Russell Killick
String Bass
Charlie Francis

Baritone Saxophone
Ian Page

Percussion
Dave Hunt
Dave Pack
Stefan Beckett
Ben Burton
Louise Goodwin

Bass Clarinet
Brian Evans

‘The Man at the back’
Brian Bennett
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www.eynsfordconcertband.co.uk
enquiry@eynsfordconcertband.co.uk

