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A Warm Welcome
Good evening ladies and gentlemen and welcome to Eynsford Concert
Band’s 2019 Spring Concert “A Fanfare for Spring”. We are really
pleased that you have chosen to spend part of your Easter weekend with
us in the fabulous Sevenoaks Performing Arts Centre.
Tonight we are delighted to welcome the Fanfare Band ‘De
Werkmanszonen’ (KFW) from Belgium who will be sharing the stage
with us for our concert.
Planning for their visit has been underway for the last 12 months and
ECB members have been looking forward to playing alongside this very
talented and highly regarded ‘Fanfare’ band. With a substantial amount
of work having been done by the committees of both bands to get them
here we hope their visit is a successful and enjoyable occasion and you
enjoy listening to their music making.
Both bands will be performing on their own this evening before
combining for the concert finale in what should be an entertaining
programme of music including a good selection of new works to listen
to. More information on the KFW Band and their conductor Yves can be
found later in this programme.
2018 was very much a year of collaboration for ECB that saw
performances with or alongside singers, choirs and other bands. The
first of these collaborations was at our 2018 Spring Concert ‘Centre
Stage’ where Rossini’s ‘Duet for Two Cats’ was sung (or rather meowed)
by Leanne Hardy and Cheryl Mumford. In June ECB performed
alongside Darenth Valley Youth Music in a well received concert in the
grounds of Eynsford Castle. The annual ‘1812’ Firework Concert in
Swanley at the end of August went ahead in spite of some awful
weather in what had been up to then a glorious summer with record
temperatures. To commemorate the 100th anniversary of the Armistice
the band joined forces with West Malling Community Choir in a well
attended concert at The Malling School which featured music that
helped mark this important occasion and to raise funds for The Royal
British Legion.

The band then once again supported the annual Service of
Remembrance at the Cenotaph in Sevenoaks where a very large crowd
had gathered to pay their respects. ‘The Magic of Christmas’ concert
with our now firmly established friends from the Band of the Grenadier
Guards provided another fantastic performance, and raised over £6,500
for ABF - The Soldier’s Charity. This takes the grand total raised over
our five concerts together to well over £30,000 for the services charities,
a great combined effort. Our final performance of the year was the
annual Christmas celebration in St. Nicholas’ Church, Sevenoaks, where
the band once again played to a very high level to a very appreciative
audience.
2019 is lining up to be a another memorable year in the band’s
history. Work is well under way with American composer Jack Stamp
for a newly commissioned piece by the band which we hope to premiere
at our Christmas concert here at The SPACE on 15th December. Before
that, Jack is flying over from Minneapolis in October to hold a weekend
masterclass with the band to ensure that we (including the conductor!)
are playing his new piece as he intended.
On 29th June ECB are delighted to have been invited to perform the
afternoon concert of the Household Division Music Festival at the
Guards’ Chapel on Birdcage Walk, London. This five day festival
features free concerts by the musicians of the Guards Band’s and we
have been asked to play a concert to commemorate Armed Forces
Day. The Grenadier Guards Band Fanfare Team and other members of
the band will add a splash of colour to our concert so please mark the
date in your diary, we’d love to see you there. All this and I haven’t
even mentioned the band’s trip to Austria yet which will take place in
early August.
To keep fully up to date and for more information on all of these events
visit the band’s website: eynsfordconcertband.co.uk
I hope you enjoy tonight’s concert.

Mike

Fanfare band ‘De Werkmanszonen’
Director of Music - Yves Wuyts

Fanfare band ‘De Werkmanszonen' was founded in 1896 by
farmers and labourers, after whom the band was named (the
name literally means sons of labourers). Little is known about the
band’s early history, save its appearance at the 75th anniversary of
the independence of Belgium at Hasselt. By 1925 the band’s
involvement in the local community and its annual concerts with
similar bands in the region had ensured its development into a
fanfare band, with a theatre and operette company, a drum band
ánd a wind band.
While the band remained strong and ever present through the
years, no big changes ever happened until the late 1970’s, when
youngsters were allowed to join the band. At the same time the
band started competing. Its regular participation and energy was
rewarded provincial, national and international recognition.
Under conductor Maurice Vanmechelen, with its very first
participation in the World Music Contest at Kerkrade in 1993, the
orchestra became world champion in 2nd division. 4 years later
(1997) the band turned vice-champion in first division. Ever since,
it has been a solid competitor at the WMC, with gold medals in
2001, 2005, 2009, 2013 and 2017.
Fanfare band ‘De Werkmanszonen’ is now well known as a
dynamic group of musicians who like to play typical fanfare band
music, ranging from contest pieces to traditional marches,
adaptations of film scores, classical music or musicals and
international traditionals. Besides this classic repertoire they also
love to try their hand at popular music or jazz and big band
standards. Their yearly concerts in the nearby city of Tongeren are
an enticing example of their versatility and musical craftsmanship.

Yves Wuyts

Yves Wuyts (14th of April 1981) studied
trumpet at the Antwerp Music Conservatory,
with Alain De Rudder and Steven Verhaert.
He attended masterclasses with Jeroen
Berwaerts, Klauw Shuwerk, Hakan
Hardenberger and Reinhold Friedrich.
Yves studied band conductor (wind, fanfare and brass band) with
Dirk De Caluwe. He is not only the conductor of KF De
Werkmanszonen, but also conducts the Beesel Wind Band SintGertrudis (Netherlands) and the Ham Concertband.
Yves is also in demand as a replacement trumpet player with
different orchestras, among which the Flemish Radio Orchestra,
Flanders Philharmonia and the Jeune Filharmonie. He likes a
variety of styles from musical to rock and roll, and enjoys working
with De Werkmanszonen.

Programme
Fanfare band ‘De Werkmanszonen’

Hercab

Gianluigi Trovesi
arr. Steven Verhelst

Walking with heroes

Paul Lovatt-Cooper
ed. Luc Vertommen

….In other words…

Marco Pütz

Hunting Wabbits

Gordon Goodwin
arr. Yves Wuyts

Sechene Bollaar

Paul Lovatt-Cooper

Interval

Eynsford Concert Band

Gavorkna Fanfare

Jack Stamp

Flight of the Piasa

Robert Sheldon

Slaughter on Tenth Avenue

Richard Rogers

Solost: Pete Ringrose - Piano

Luck Be A Lady
Solost: Sue Rivers

Peterloo Overture

arr. John Moss

Cahn. Van Heuen
Arr. Mike Smith

Malcolm Arnold
arr. Charles Sayre

Bohemian Rhapsody

Freddie Mercury
Arr. Mike Smith

Massed Bands

Perthshire Majesty

Samuel R. Hazo

Metallica Medley

Arr. Dennis Mariev

El Cumbanchero

Rafael Hernandez
Arr. Naohiro Iwai

Eynsford Concert Band
Director of Music - Mike Smith

EYNSFORD CONCERT BAND is one of the UK’s
leading symphonic wind ensembles, based in the small village of
Eynsford, Kent since 1972.
The band has 50 playing members from all over the South East of
England who aspire to attain the highest standards of
musicianship within a social and friendly environment. We enjoy
performing a wide range of concert band repertoire from popular
music arrangements and orchestral transcriptions to classic and
modern wind band works.
In July 2014 the band had the honour of being crowned National
Champions at the National Concert Band Symposium
(NCBS). This was followed by being invited to represent the UK
for the first European Championships for Wind Orchestras held in
Utrecht, Holland in May 2016.
Over the years, the band has gained an international reputation
having toured Austria, Canada, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Ireland,
Netherlands, Malta, Spain and Belgium and, in 2016, performed 4
concerts to delighted audiences aboard CMV Columbus
during our second cruise to the Fjords of Norway.
The band is firmly rooted in its community and every year raises
substantial amounts for charity. We are delighted to welcome our
friends from the Fanfare Band ‘De Werkmanszonen’ (KFW) and
hope that enjoy their short visit to Kent and performing with us
this evening.

Mike Smith

Major Michael Smith BA(Mus) LRSM has
been as Musical Director of Eynsford Concert
Band since 2012.
Having started his music career in the Army
aged 16, Mike was selected for a commission
into the Corps of Army Music, and
subsequently served as Director of Music of
the Band of The Royal Irish Regiment and the
Band of the Corps of Royal Engineers, before being asked to take
up the much coveted appointment of Director of Music of the
Band of the Grenadier Guards.
After two years at the Grenadiers he re returned to Headquarters
Corps of Army Music in a staff officer post and also taking on the
role of Corps Secretary, Corps of Army Music. In April 2015 he
was appointed Chief Instructor at The Royal Military School of
Music where he was responsible for the training of all Army
Bandmasters and Musicians.
4 years after leaving the Band of the Grenadiers Guards, Mike has
had the honour and unique distinction of being asked to return to
the Grenadiers Band as their new Director of Music.
Since joining ECB Mike has overseen the band’s transition into a
new and exciting era and under his guidance the band continues
to develop its reputation as one of the premier community wind
bands in the UK.

Charitable fundraising has been undertaken by Eynsford Concert Band
for many years, and has enabled us to donate substantial amounts to
many good causes. It is traditional for us to choose charities that are
dear to a member or members of the band.
Motor Neurone Disease (MND) is one such case. Vivienne Astall
(Clarinet) lost her Father to the disease in 2015 and Stephen Aitken (Bass
Trombone and Deputy Musical Director) recently learned that his
brother had been diagnosed with MND.
"Once the family came to terms with the news", Stephen said, “It was a
great relief to find that the Motor Neurone Disease Association (MNDA)
was available, offering dedicated support and care, and specialist
advice. It felt important to me that I tried to give something back and
was therefore thrilled that my friends in the Band were happy to join me
in supporting the MNDA as their chosen charity for 2019.”
Through our concerts and social events over the year we will be raising
funds for this worthwhile charity. To this end, we have already had a
very successful and enjoyable Quiz Night that raised over £1,000 and we
are pleased that all proceeds from this evening's raffle will also be
contributed.
Look out for upcoming Summer events including a Sponsored Walk in
the Austrian Alps!
The band has also set-up a charity page for those who prefer to donate
online: justgiving.com/fundraising/eynsfordconcertband
We thank you all for your generous support.

Dates for your Diary
Household Division Music Festival
The Guard’s Chapel, Birdcage Walk, London
3pm, Saturday 29th June 2019
Free to Enter

++++

Kings Hill Summer Concert & Fireworks
Kings Hill Sports Park, West Malling
From 4pm, Saturday 20th July 2019
Please Check Website for Further Details

++++

1812 Fireworks Concert
Swanley Park, Swanley
7.30pm Friday 23rd August 2019
Free to Enter

++++

“Rehearsal Masterclass with Jack Stamp”
A ‘behind the scenes’ opportunity to see us at work
THE SPACE – Sevenoaks Performing Arts Centre
Saturday 5th and Sunday 6th October 2019
Please Check Website for Further Details

++++

A Christmas Celebration
St. Nicholas Church, Sevenoaks
7.00pm Sunday 8th December 2019
Free to Enter

++++

“A Christmas Premiere”
THE SPACE – Sevenoaks Performing Arts Centre
7:00pm, Sunday 15th December 2019
Tickets £12 (£10 conc.) Available from tickets@eynsfordconcertband.co.uk
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www.eynsfordconcertband.co.uk
www.kfwerkmanszonen.be

