
Sunday 15th December 2019
The SPACE - Sevenoaks Performing Arts Centre

EYNSFORD CONCERT BAND

Musical Director

Mike Smith 
and our special guest

Dr. Jack Stamp

A 
Ch

ris
tm

as
 P

re
m

ie
re



On behalf of Eynsford Concert Band, it gives me great pleasure 
to welcome you to this very special Christmas Concert.

2019 has been another busy year full of variety and new ventures for Eynsford 
Concert Band, which probably explains why, all of a sudden, it's Christmas 
time again!

Back in April, we very much enjoyed the company of the Fanfare Band 
‘De Werkmanszonen’ (KFW) from Belgium. Joining us for our ‘Fanfare for 
Spring’ concert, they delighted the audience with an accomplished fanfare band 
performance. Our own performance included a commemoration to the Peterloo 
Massacre of 1819. For many, though, it will be the ~85 strong massed bands 
performance of American thrash metal band Metallica that will provide a 
lasting memory.

In June, we had the honour of being the first civilian band to perform as part of 
the annual Household Division Music Festival at Wellington Barracks in 
London. In an Armed Forces Day Concert alongside our friends from the Band 
of the Grenadier Guards, we greatly enjoyed the experience and the 
appreciation of both the live and online audiences. It was an event that will go 
down as a milestone in our band’s history!

Early August saw the band packing a coach and setting off to Zell am 
Ziller, Austria for a series of concerts in some old haunts from of our early band 
tours back in 1988 and 1991. The band had a fabulous time with a packed 
agenda that included 3 concerts, fun activities, fund raising hill walks and 
evenings out. Although one of the concerts was rained off, we made up for this 
with our final performance in Zell where we were reliably informed that we 
had drawn one of the largest audiences in recent memory! Meticulously 
organised by Steve Bennett, our thanks go to Steve and our friends in Austria 
for making it such a success.

In early October, Mike packed his bags and set off to Japan with ’that other 
band he works with’. And, of course, while the cat's away, the mice will play…

We were introduced to Jack Stamp by our Honorary Patron, Nigel Clarke. As a 
result, Jack generously agreed to compose a new piece for us and join us for a 
weekend workshop.  Jack held us on the edge of our seats as he rehearsed us 
and generously spent some time with our next generation of musicians, the 
profits of which you will see and hear later this evening. 

A Warm Welcome



Mike was, of course, very disappointed that his duties meant he couldn’t 
be with us for the workshop but is delighted that Jack has been able to return to 
conduct the premiere of his new piece with us this evening. We are also 
very grateful to the Sevenoaks District Arts Council (SDAC) for their funding 
support to help make the workshop possible.

I’d like to take this opportunity to say a huge, personal thank you to every 
member of the band’s committee and to Mike and Steve Aitken who all work 
week in, week out, to ensure the band experiences such continued success each 
year. Finding new and challenging ventures for us is the hardest part of 
leading the band and we are also grateful to our Honorary Patrons who play a 
big role in looking out for new projects and for introducing us to new 
opportunities. 

To that end, and in thanks for everything he has done for us already, I’m proud 
to ask Jack to join our ranks as an Honorary Patron of Eynsford Concert 
Band. We hope he accepts and look forward to many years collaboration with 
him.

On a sadder note, the band’s thoughts are with Steve Aitken and his family 
after the very recent loss of Steve’s brother, Michael, to Motor Neurone Disease. 
Throughout the year, Steve and Vivienne Astall have been raising money for 
the Motor Neurone Disease Association (MNDA), the band’s chosen charity of 
the year. Quiz Nights, Mountain Climbs, Garden Parties and your very 
generous contributions mean that we are on track to raise over £4,500.  All 
proceeds from our raffle and collection this evening will also go to this very 
worthwhile cause. 

As we look forward to 2020, we are also pleased to announce our spring 
concert ‘London Pictures’ on Sunday 19th April. This will be our 6th joint 
concert with the Band of the Grenadier Guards, during which we will celebrate 
our great capital city and again raise funds for our friends at ABF - The Soldiers 
Charity. 

Finally, on behalf of all of us, I wish you all a very Merry Christmas, a Happy 
New Year and hope you enjoy this evening’s concert.

Ian Page
Chairman, Eynsford Concert Band



Introducing Jack Stamp

Jack received his Bachelor of Science in Music Education degree from IUP, a 
Master's in Percussion Performance from East Carolina University, and a 
Doctor of Musical Arts Degree in Conducting from Michigan State 
University where he studied with Eugene Corporon. 

In 1996, he received the Orpheus Award from the Zeta Tau Chapter of Phi 
Mu Alpha for service to music and was named a "Distinguished Alumnus" 
of Indiana University of Pennsylvania. In 2000, he was inducted into the 
prestigious American Bandmasters Association and was awarded the title of 
"University Professor" for the 2008-2009 academic year at IUP, the highest 
award the university gives to a professor.

Jack continues to be active as a guest conductor, clinician, adjudicator, and 
composer. He is also the founder and conductor of The Keystone Wind 
Ensemble, a group dedicated to recording forgotten American band classics.

We would also like to congratulate Jack on his recent appointment as  
“Composer in Association” to the Grimethorpe Colliery Brass Band.

Reflections on “Weston”, to be premiered this evening, is dedicated to the 
memory of Joe Stafford, one of the band’s longest standing members, who 
passed away in early 2017.  Joe’s wife had been housekeeper to Ralph 
Vaughan Williams, who kindly gave her away at their wedding. With Jack 
being such a passionate fan of Ralph Vaughan Williams’ work, such a 
connection was too good an opportunity to miss and, when we shared the 
story with him, he was excited to bring it to life in a composition for us.

Dr. Jack Stamp recently retired from full-time employment 
as Professor of Music and Director of Band Studies at 

Indiana University of Pennsylvania 
where he conducted the Wind Ensemble 
and taught courses in graduate 
conducting. He recently served as 
Visiting Professor of Music at Luther 
College and, prior to this, was adjunct 
faculty for three years at the University of 
Wisconsin-River Falls. 

He currently resides in Hudson, 
Wisconsin with his wife LeAnn.



Gordon (Joe) Stafford was born in Birmingham and given the name 
Alfred Branston at the Coran orphanage (and nicknamed “Pickles” at 
school). Joe was happily re-united with his mother when he was 21 and 
changed his name back to his birth name of Gordon Stafford.

Joe joined the Queens Royal Surrey Regiment as a band boy at the age 
of 14. He later joined the Welsh Guards Band where he became 
principal clarinettist in both concert band and orchestra, playing at many 
state occasions including Charles and Diana's wedding breakfast. At the 
rank of Colour Sergeant, Joe left the Army in 1983 after 40 years of service.

Joe’s Army career took him to all corners of the globe, and it was while 
stationed in Germany as part of the Army of Occupation after WW2 that he 
met his wife Irmgard Decker, a waitress. Joe and Irmgard courted for a few 
years while Joe was posted to Singapore and the UK.

When Irmgard eventually came to London, she worked as a housekeeper 
for Ralph Vaughan Williams, who was to later give her away on their 
wedding day in May 1956. 

Often, when collecting Irmgard from Vaughan Williams’ Regents Park 
house, the composer would ask Joe to play the music he had 
composed; Joe was sometimes the first person in the world to play and hear 
some of Vaughan Williams’ music.

Joe and Irmgard stayed in touch with Vaughan Williams’ wife Ursula after 
Multiple Sclerosis forced her to give up work, and she wrote Joe a very kind 
letter of condolence after Irmgard died in 1988. 

Even before leaving the Army Joe
had joined Eynsford Concert Band and
after over 30 years of loyal membership 
was awarded our first Honorary Life 
Membership in 2009. He always had a 
smile on his face, he helped many a 
friend and was a very generous and 
inspirational gentleman.  His love for 
music was un-swerving and this 
continued throughout his life.

Remembering Joe Stafford

Joe Stafford (10th March 1929 – 28th January 2017).



Programme

Joy to the World  arr Kubis / Smith

Chorale and Alleluia Hanson

Christmas Music for Winds arr Cacavas

How to Train Your Dragon
Featuring: The ECB Young Musicians

Powell 
arr O’Loughlin

Christmas Lullaby 
Soloist: Zoë English  Piano:  Anna Casling

Brown 
arr Smith

O Holy Night 
Soloist: Zoë English 

arr Kubis / Smith

The Sound of Music Rodgers
arr Duthoit

Interval



Jingle Bells Fantasy Pierpont
arr Wasson

Reflections on “Weston” 
In memory of Gordon (Joe) Stafford and with a 
nod to Ralph Vaughan Williams 

Stamp

Seasons Greetings Stamp

The Shepherd’s Song arr Richards

Let the Bells Ring! Arr Buckley

Troika Prokofiev

Sleigh Ride 
Soloist: Sue Rivers

arr Smith

A Most Wonderful Christmas arr Sheldon



Introducing Zoë English

After leaving university, Zoë spent a year working in New York and took 
up singing again on her return, joining the London Symphony Chorus. 

Zoë has worked for JP Morgan for nearly 10 years and currently lives in 
Bexley, Kent with her husband and two girls, aged 3 and 1. 

She is the sister of Anna Casling who has been a leading member of our 
flute section for well over 10 years.  Anna is excited to be accompanying her 
sister on the piano this evening, stating that she is possibly “the proudest 
big sister” ever!

Zoë sings for pleasure at every opportunity (when she’s not being told she 
is too loud by 3-year-old Jessica!). As well as singing with the JP Morgan 
choir, she is a member of the chamber choir at the Blackheath Centre for 
Singing under the direction of Joel Thomas.  

Recent performances have included the soprano solos for both the Faure 
and Brahms Requiem.

We are delighted that Zoë English has agreed to join us to 
sing Soprano for us as part of this evening’s performance.

Zoë grew up in Essex and was a member of 
Southend Young Singers (under the direction 
of Claire Roberts), touring regularly to 
perform in venues throughout the UK and 
Europe.  

She carried on her passion throughout her 
time at Royal Holloway University where she 
studied Modern History, Economic History 
and Politics, during which she sang with the 
university’s musical theatre society.

Zoë     &     Anna



Introducing our Young Musicians

James – Percussion

Thomas – Clarinet

Oscar – Clarinet

Emma – Flute

Abbie – Alto Sax

Jamie – Alto Sax

Benji – Trumpet

Robbie – Trumpet

William – Trombone

Joe – Horn

Georgia – Horn

Our Young Musicians’ Academy is designed to provide young musicians 
with a safe, encouraging and fun environment within which they can build 
their experience of playing in a large ensemble while getting to know the 
band’s members, music and ways of enjoying music together.  

We couldn’t miss the opportunity of inviting our young musicians to join us 
in our workshop with Jack.  It was fantastic to share the experience with our 
next generation, hopefully inspiring them to continue their music making.

If you are interested, or know someone 
who might be interested in joining us, 

then please email us at 
academy@eynsfordconcertband.co.uk

We are also grateful to 
Steve Aitken for taking 
them under his wing and 
ensuring that they got the 
most out of our afternoon 
together - the profits of 
which you will witness 
later this evening.



Charitable fundraising has been undertaken by Eynsford Concert Band for 
many years, and has enabled us to donate substantial amounts to many 
good causes. It is traditional for us to choose charities that are dear to a 
member or members of the band.

Motor Neurone Disease (MND) is one such case. Vivienne Astall (Clarinet) 
lost her Father to the disease in 2015 and Stephen Aitken (Bass Trombone 
and Deputy Musical Director) recently learned that Michael, his brother, 
had been diagnosed with MND.

"Once the family came to terms with the news", Stephen said, “It was a great 
relief to find that the Motor Neurone Disease Association (MNDA) was 
available, offering dedicated support and care, and specialist advice. It felt 
important to me that I tried to give something back and was therefore 
thrilled that my friends in the Band were happy to join me in supporting the 
MNDA as their chosen charity for 2019.”

Raising funds for this worthwhile charity, we held a very successful Quiz 
Night, a very enjoyable Garden Party and a rewarding charity walk, taking 
in the breath-taking views in the mountains of Austria, not to mention the 
sale of beautiful home grown tomatoes grown by Charlie, our double bass 
player.

We give our heartfelt thanks to you, our audience, who have donated 
so generously during our events and concerts throughout this year. With 
your continued support tonight, we hope to exceed our target of £4,500.

The band also has set-up a charity page for those who prefer to donate 
online: www.justgiving.com/fundraising/eynsfordconcertband

We thank you all for your generous support.

Stephen and Vivienne

It is with great sadness that, just two weeks ago, we 
heard that Michael had lost his fight with MND. 

We dedicate this concert to Michael and the great support 
that MNDA is providing.



Eynsford Concert Band

Piccolo & Flute
Paul Williams

Flute
Clare Evans
Anna Casling
Jane Wright
Carole Eastwood
Sue Ringrose
Alice Bowman

Oboe
Jo Chapman
Jenny Harris

Oboe & Cor Anglais
Helen Fidler

Bassoon
Sian Miller
Peta White 

Alto Saxophone
Marie Chalkley- Bowman
Zoe Marks
Luke Bowman

Tenor Saxophone
Graham Bell 
Alison Herring

Baritone Saxophone
Ian Page

Trumpet
David Walker 
Paul Boyd 
Sheila King
David Simmonds
Ray Lester
Pete Ringrose

Trombone
Paul Gould
Liz Smallwood
David Maher

Bass Trombone & 
Conductor
Steve Aitken

Percussion
Will Riby
Stefan Beckett
Stephen Matthews
Connor Lyster
Felix Brodén
James Eaton

Tuba and
‘The Man at the back’
Brian Bennett

Eb Clarinet & Clarinet
Neil Anderson

Clarinet
Andy Mattison
Aimee Gardner
Joanna Page
Bryan Edwards
Angela Jackson Smith
Vivienne Astall
Wendy Eaton
Robyn Enslin
Mags Shackleton
Fiona Egan
Sandra Lane

Bass Clarinet
Brian Evans

Horn
Carol Maher
Jack Pierce
David Chapman
Martin Grainger
Danielle Flarty

Euphonium
Geoff Batty

Tuba
Steve Bennett
Graeme Cutler
Russell Killick

A Date for your Diary

“London Pictures”
A joint concert with the Band of the Grenadier Guards 

THE SPACE – Sevenoaks Performing Arts Centre 
7:00pm, Sunday 19th April 2020 

Tickets £16  available from: tickets@eynsfordconcertband.co.uk

Musical Director - Mike Smith 



www.eynsfordconcertband.co.uk
enquiry@eynsfordconcertband.co.uk
tickets@eynsfordconcertband.co.uk

Wishing you all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year

Funding kindly provided by 
Sevenoaks District Arts Council

SDAC is funded by Sevenoaks District Council


