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Welcome back!

It’s great to be back at The SPACE, Sevenoaks - our first concert here 
since Christmas 2019 and our first event of a year that sees Eynsford 
Concert Band celebrate its 50th Anniversary.

I’m really pleased that our guests are able to join us this evening.  Chris, 
John, Steve and Andy have all played a significant role in the history of 
our band and it is great that they can play a part in this evening’s 
concert and help us celebrate accordingly.

It’s also great to have ABF – The Soldiers’ Charity joining us this 
evening.  The pandemic has had a significant impact on their 
fundraising ability, so please can I ask you to utilise their Bar service, 
buy raffle tickets and be as generous as you can this evening.

I am so proud to have been a member of this band for over 40 years.  I 
have no idea where the time has gone as it seems like we’ve only just 
finished celebrating our 40 year anniversary!  I firmly believe that this is 
because the band has such a vibrant and varied calendar each year that 
always gives us something exciting and challenging to look forward to.  

The pandemic was no exception.  The band were not able to get together 
for 16 months and, while it would have been easy for us to drift apart, 
the exact opposite happened.  Our regular Tuesday rehearsals were 
replaced by quiz nights and guest speakers and our concerts were 
replaced by virtual recordings and hilarious film making.  Indeed, our 
membership grew as we were also able involve past members, friends, 
and family from all corners of the country and beyond.

A Warm Welcome

Programme Covers from the past 10 years…



I’m also pleased to welcome our newest members who have joined us 
since rehearsals restarted.  These include 5 new members of our Young 
Musicians Academy and I am delighted with the way they have all 
embraced the band and the fun they seem to be having.  Tonight’s 
concert is their first opportunity to see what the band is really all about –
performing to you, our audience.

This year also marks the 10-year anniversary of Mike Smith taking on 
the role as our Musical Director, making him our longest serving MD 
since our founder, Robin O’Connell.  I’m sure that you’ll agree that we 
can’t thank Mike enough for the impact he has had on the band - the 
standards he has taken us to, the opportunities he has brought us and 
the professionalism that he has instilled have certainly taken us to a new 
level and we all very much hope that this will continue for many more 
years to come.

In addition to this evening’s concert, our 50th anniversary celebrations 
include a “Churchill Portrait” concert in July, featuring a new work that 
has been specially written for us by Dr. Jack Stamp.  We also plan to 
return to Lullingstone Castle in September for a Summer Concert as well 
as a ‘proper party’ for band members, friends, and family in October.  
Dates are listed later in the programme, so please put them in your 
diary and we look forward to seeing you then.

In the meantime, on behalf of Mike and the band, I hope you enjoy this 
evening’s concert and thank you all for your continued loyal support.

Ian Page.
Chairman, Eynsford Concert Band



Chris Mowat

During his 37 year playing career he achieved Principal Trombone in the 
BBC Symphony Orchestra, Royal Philharmonic, Halle and the BBC 
Philharmonic. He also appeared with most other British orchestras 
including the Academy of St Martins in the Fields, English Chamber, 
London Philharmonic, Philharmonia and London Symphony. As a 
chamber music performer he was a member of the Phillip Jones Brass 
Ensemble and London Brass. His many arrangements and compositions 
for brass have been widely published, performed and recorded. 

As a teacher he was Professor of Trombone at the Royal College of 
Music, Trinity College of Music and finally Head of Brass at The Royal 
Welsh College of Music and Drama.

Our Guests

Andy Barclay

After studying at the Royal College of Music, Andy embarked on a 
wide-ranging freelance career before joining the Bournemouth 
Symphony Orchestra in 1990.  In 2001 he was appointed to the London 
Philharmonic Orchestra where he has been since.

Andy has performed in West End shows including The Lion King and 
Les Misérables and on film soundtracks including The Hobbit, The Lord 
of the Rings and Harry Potter. As a teacher and Professor of Percussion 
at the Royal Academy of Music, he is much in demand!

Andy has been closely associated with Eynsford Concert 
Band for nearly 40 years, first joining us for a workshop 
with members of the London Philharmonic Orchestra at 
Roedean School in 1984 - he has rarely missed a concert 
or band trip since!  The band’s ties with the LPO proved 
pivotal in a career that now sees Andy as their Principal 
Percussionist.

Chris was our Musical Director between 1995 and 2001, 
sharing duties with Graham Sheldon, Paul Welch and 
Phil Evans. Highlights included trips to Spain, Holland 
and the Czech Republic.  Educated at Cambridge 
University, while still an undergraduate he was silver 
medallist in the Concours International d'Execution
Musicale de Geneve.



John Hutchins

John has also had a distinguished career in music.  He is currently 
Director of the LRAM teaching course at the Royal Academy, Director of 
the Junior Academy and Professor of Baroque Trumpet.  As a performer 
he has played with numerous ensembles including The English 
Chamber Orchestra, The Royal Opera House and English National 
Opera Orchestras. On the baroque trumpet John has worked with The 
Sixteen, The English Consort, the Kings Consort, Copenhagen Baroque, 
Stuttgart Baroque and the English Baroque Soloists.  John was also a 
member of the Phantom of the Opera orchestra in London’s West End 
for fourteen years.

Stephen Aitken

Stephen is from the coal-mining area of Fife and it was the opportunity 
to join the National Youth Orchestra of Scotland that propelled him to 
take up music as a career.  At the Royal Academy, he was awarded a 
Degree and a Masters, along with several Diplomas and Prizes.

Chris Mowat was instrumental in getting Steven’s first break with the 
BBC Symphony Orchestra.  This was followed by a distinguished 
performance career during which he performed Miss Saigon for its 
entire 10-year original run!  Stephen has since built a successful career in 
teaching and it was at one of his schools that he met John Hutchins, who 
introduced him to Eynsford Concert Band.  Mike and the rest of the 
band are truly grateful to Stephen for being there for us when we need 
him.

John was the band’s Musical Director between 2003 
and 2011.  In this time, he led the band on tours to 
Ireland (2004), Norway (2006) and Belgium (2010) as 
well as leading the recording of our CD’s –
“Beyond the Ford” (2005) and “Heritage Suite” (2009).

Stephen was formally appointed Assistant Musical 
Director by Mike in 2012.  He has stood in on 
numerous occasions when Mike has been unavailable 
and has enjoyed conducting pieces during many of our 
concerts.



Anniversary Concert Programme

Othello
Mvt 4: Entrance of the Court 

Alfred Reed 
Conductor: Mike Smith

Victory Rossano Galante
Conductor: Mike Smith

Miss Saigon Claude-Michel Schönberg
Arranged: Warren Barker

Conductor: Stephen Aitken

The Watermill
Soloist: Joanna Chapman

Ronald Binge 
Conductor: Stephen Aitken

Heritage Suite
Mvt 3: Cornucopia
Mvt 5: Warm Beer and Cricket
Mvt 6: Wyatt’s Rebellion & Hope 

Nigel Clarke
Conductor: John Hutchins

The Cries of London
Mvt 6: Hymn  

Martin Ellerby
Conductor: John Hutchins



The British Grenadiers Transcribed: Clive Richardson
Conductor: Mike Smith

Eynsford Invictus 
Premiere Performance

David Hackbridge Johnson
Conducted: Mike Smith

Country Gardens Arranged: Percy Grainger
Conductor: Chris Mowatt

Irish Tune from County Derry Arranged: Percy Grainger
Conductor: Chris Mowatt

Themes from “Green Bushes”  Percy Grainger
Conductor: Chris Mowatt

The Ringmaster’s March John Mackey
Conductor: Mike Smith

Bond…  James Bond Arranged: Stephen Bulla
Conductor: Mike Smith

Enigma Variations Op.36 
Mvt 14:  (E.D.U.) - Finale 

Edward Elgar
Conductor: Mike Smith



ABF, The Soldiers’ Charity is the Army’s National Charity, providing a 
lifetime of support to soldiers, veterans and their families in times of 
need. 

We began in 1944 as The Army 
Benevolent Fund, and we provide 
lifetime support to soldiers 
(including reservists), veterans and 
their immediate families, from 
every conflict.

Through training courses we try to 
provide independence and dignity 
for the wounded and other 
veterans, and care home fees and 
home adaptations and financial 
support for many. We have 
supported individuals from nine 
months to 105 years old. We work 
closely with Regimental 
Benevolent funds, SSAFA and 
other service charities and we can 
be fast – vital help can often be 
given within 48 hours.

Throughout the pandemic, it has been largely impossible to run 
fundraising events and our income has shrunk significantly.  But those 
we care for are still here and their needs are as great as ever.  So we are 
very dependent on our loyal supporters to help us build the funds we 
need to rescue lives wrecked by physical and mental injury.

The Kent Committee of the Soldiers’ Charity thank you for your 
support.  If you would like to help us with fund raising or would like to 
be kept informed of future events in Kent, please email Martin at: 
martinmortimer@hotmail.co.uk



Dates for your Diary

Christmas Traditions
The SPACE – Sevenoaks Performing Arts Centre 

7:00pm, Saturday 17th December 2022 
Tickets: £12 available from: tickets@eynsfordconcertband.co.uk

“Unseen Wings” – A Churchill Portrait
A Premier Concert & Talk

The SPACE – Sevenoaks Performing Arts Centre 
7:00pm, Saturday 9th July 2022 

Tickets: £12 available from: tickets@eynsfordconcertband.co.uk

Summer Concert and Garden Party 
Lullingstone Castle, Eynsford

Afternoon, Sunday 18th September 2022 
Tickets: £14  (incl. entry to The World Garden)

Fireworks Concert
Swanley Park

From 6:00pm, Friday 26th August 2022 
Tickets: Free Entry

A Christmas Celebration
St. Nicholas Church, Sevenoaks

7:00pm, Sunday 4th December 2022 
Tickets: Free Entry

“For England and Saint George”
A joint concert with the Band of the Grenadier Guards 

THE SPACE – Sevenoaks Performing Arts Centre 
7:00pm, Sunday 23rd April 2023 

Tickets: Available Later This Year



Mike Smith – Musical Director

In this time he has led the band on trips to Antwerp (2012), Malta (2013), 
Utrecht (2016), Norway (2017) and Austria (2019). In addition, he led us 
to be crowned National Concert Band Champions in 2014 (don’t you 
know!) and to be the first band to represent the UK at the European 
Championships for Wind Orchestras in 2016.

Mike has enjoyed a distinguished career in Army music for over 37 
years. Following on from being the Chief Instructor at The Royal 
Military School of Music and the only Army Director of Music to lead 
the Band of the Grenadier Guards for two tours of duty, he was 
promoted to the rank of Lieutenant Colonel in April 2020 assuming the 
appointment of Commanding Officer Regional Band of the British Army 
based in Central London. 

Mike will retire from the Army in 2023 in order that he can focus his 
attention on his first loves – his growing ‘commotion’ of grandchildren 
and Eynsford Concert Band! 

Eynsford Concert Band is honoured to 
have Mike Smith as our Musical Director.  

Mike has been the band’s Musical Director for the 
past 10 years, joining us in 2012 and leading the 
band into a new and exciting era.



Eynsford Concert Band

Piccolo & Flute
Paul Williams
Carole Eastwood

Flute
Alice Bowman
Clare Evans
Anna Casling
Jane Wright

Flute & Vocals
Sue Ringrose

Oboe
Jo Chapman
Jenny Harris

Oboe & Cor Anglais
Helen Fidler

Bassoon
Sian Miller
Peta White

Alto Saxophone
Marie Chalkley- Bowman
Luke Bowman
Thomas Evans

Tenor Saxophone
Graham Bell 
Zoë Marksford

Baritone Saxophone
Ian Page

Trumpet
David Walker 
Paul Boyd 
Sheila King
Zoe Mackenzie
David Simmonds
Ray Lester

Trombone
Paul Gould
David Maher
William Evans

Trombone & Piano
Liz Smallwood

Bass Trombone & 
Conductor
Steve Aitken

String Bass
Pete Ringrose

Percussion
Dave Hunt
Tim Evans
Dave Pack
Stephen Mathews
Gregor Thomson

Tuba
Steve Bennett
Brian Bennett
Graeme Cutler 

Clarinet
Bryan Edwards
Andy Mattison
Angela Jackson
Vivienne Astall
Wendy Eaton
Mags Shackleton
Olwen Evans
Christine Till
Hannah  Kitching
Joanna Page
Billy White
Sandra Lane

Eb Clarinet & Clarinet
Neil Anderson

Bass Clarinet
Brian Evans

Horn
Carol Maher
David Chapman
Karen Latimer
Colin Latimer
Martin Grainger
Danielle Flarty

Euphonium
Geoff Batty
Will Henderson



www.eynsfordconcertband.co.uk
enquiry@eynsfordconcertband.co.uk

Funding kindly provided by 
Sevenoaks District Arts Council

SDAC is funded by Sevenoaks District Council

Thank you for 
50 years of loyal support

The SPACE
Sevenoaks Performing Arts Centre


