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A Festive Welcome
Season’s greetings and a very warm welcome to ‘Festivity’ - Eynsford 
Concert Band’s Christmas Concert 2025. 

This evening’s seasonal musical offerings include many new 
arrangements of familiar Christmas tunes which we hope will help 
raise your festive mood in preparation for the coming Yuletide season. 

We are delighted to be featuring on stage our special guests The 
Canterbury 4 Ukraine Ladies’ Choir (C4ULC) under their music 
director Joanna Chapman.  The band first worked with the choir at the 
2024 Festival of Remembrance in Rochester Cathedral where their 
poignant performance was the highlight of the concert for many of the 
audience. Joanna is also the principal oboist in ECB so will be in high 
demand this evening.     

2025 has once again been a fulfilling and rewarding year for the band. 
In March we continued our commitment to support and nurture the 
future generation of musicians by holding an ‘Academy Workshop’ 
which saw 21 young instrumentalists join us for an afternoon rehearsal 
of challenging repertoire, both old and new.

In April, our spring concert ‘Feel the Heat’ featured music of intensity, 
fire and passion. The programme included The Speed of Heat by Julie 
Giroux, an exciting piece depicting the adventures of a fighter-plane 
pilot; Malagueña, our fiery finale showpiece; and The Lair of the 
Alchemist, the premiere performance of David Hackbridge-Johnson’s 
second work written for the band - a descriptive piece with bubbling 
cauldrons a-plenty in this musical portrayal of transforming base metal 
into gold.  If you missed this concert, recordings of these and other 
pieces are available to see and hear on the band’s website: 
EynsfordConcertBand.co.uk.

Into the summer months the focus turned to preparations for the 
band’s cruise to the Fjords of Norway aboard Fred.Olsen’s Borealis.  In 
late July 50 band members, accompanied by over 100 ‘family and 
friends’ set sail on a 5-night cruise which saw the band give two indoor 
and one outdoor concert to some very enthusiastic and patriotic 
audiences.  A great trip away was had by all and helped further 
enhance the band’s growing international reputation.
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In August, the band was invited to perform alongside the C4ULC at an 
event in the East of England to mark Ukraine Independence Day.  An 
article on this engagement can be seen on Page 5.

The annual fireworks concert at Swanley Park on August Bank Holiday 
Friday saw what for many of the band members was the largest 
audience for many a year, if not ever.  A mix of good weather and the 
holiday vibe saw thousands enjoy music from all eras including 
Swanley favourites YMCA and Sweet Caroline before the traditional 
firework finale set to Tchaikovsky’s 1812 Overture and a bit of Land of 
Hope and Glory.  If you’ve never been to this concert, join us next year 
on Friday 28th August.  

Saturday 1st November saw a much anticipated and welcome return to 
Rochester Cathedral for our ‘Festival of Remembrance’.  In association 
with the Royal British Legion and Army Benevolent Fund, this year’s 
concert commemorated the 80th Anniversary of the end of World War 
II and the 85th Anniversaries of Dunkirk and the Battle of Britain.  We 
were again ably supported by the West Malling Community Choir and 
the Brompton & Invicta Military Wives Choir, and our special guests 
the Pipers of the The Royal Gurkha Rifles. 

On Remembrance Sunday the band once again provided outstanding 
musical support to the service at the War Memorial in Sevenoaks and 
then commenced preparations for our Christmas performances at St. 
Nicholas Church, Sevenoaks, for their annual ‘Christmas Celebration’, 
and our final performance of the year here at The SPACE.

Preparations for our 2026 diary events are advancing well with a 
number of performances in the pipe-line commencing with our spring 
concert ‘A World of Fantasy’ on Sunday 19th April.  Tickets are now 
available, so we hope you are able to join us for another ‘fantastical’ 
evening’s entertainment.

On behalf of all members of Eynsford Concert Band, I would like to 
wish you a very merry Christmas, a healthy and peaceful New Year, 
and to please sit back and enjoy this evening’s festive concert.     

3



THE CANTERBURY FOR UKRAINE LADIES’ CHOIR was founded in 
the Spring of 2022 by Olena Nizalova and has been directed by Joanna 
and David Chapman since the Summer of that year.

The choir forms part of the C4U (Canterbury for Ukraine) Charity, 
which has helped to support many Ukrainian families arriving in East 
Kent.  We are grateful that they are supporting our concert this 
evening, so please give generously to this very worthwhile cause.

The choir continues to provide comfort and hope through music, and it 
gives Ukrainians a chance to meet and support each other during very 
difficult times.

Members of the choir are very keen to share their rich musical and 
cultural heritage, and have performed many concerts at different 
venues, including both Rochester and Canterbury Cathedrals.  The 
choir is also privileged to have sung 3 concerts for Ukrainian troops 
being trained in this country.

Choir Director:  Joanna Chapman
Piano:  David Chapman
Accordion:  Andrew Hedges

More details at: www.canterbury4ukraine.org

The Canterbury for Ukraine 
Ladies’ Choir
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In August this year, Eynsford Concert Band were proud to perform 
alongside the Canterbury for Ukraine Charity Ladies choir to help mark 
Ukraine Independence Day at a military camp in the East of England.

The concert was to over 1,400 Ukrainian troops being trained under 
operation INTERFLEX, which proved to be an incredibly moving event, 
knowing that many of those present would soon be deployed to the front 
line to fight for their country’s independence.

The choir and band performed magnificently, and the concert prompted 
genuine emotions from all those attending, including rapturous applause, 
a standing ovation and some wonderful personal feedback.  Many 
recorded the performance on their phones, and some could not hold back 
tears during soulful songs sung in their native language.  Some soldiers 
stood up and shone their phone torches, creating an atmosphere of unity 
and support.

The concert also attracted the attention of numerous journalists and 
representatives from various British media outlets, including BBC News, 
Sky News and ITV News, whilst Ukrainian media also showed keen 
interest.

Thank you to all who are able                            to support us.
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Programme

Eynsford Concert Band

Festivity B Balmages

Carol Fantasia J Fox

The Holly & The Ivy arr. T Wallace 

Rejoice and be Merry J Rutter 

Canterbury for Ukraine 
Ladies’ Choir

Ukraine T.Petrynenko 

Choven
(The Boat)  

S.Vakarchuk
O Elzy 

Hey Sokoly  
(the Falcons)

Trad.

Eynsford Concert Band

Overture on French Carols P Lane 

Interval
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Eynsford Concert Band

From The Realms of Glory arr. P Rozell 

A Symphonic Celebration R Sheldon 

Wassail Dances: ‘Somerset’ P Lane 

What Are You Doing New Years Eve? 
Vocalist: Sue Rivers

F Loesser 

Canterbury for Ukraine 
Ladies’ Choir

Oy Yak Prilitaly Tay Dva Sokolonky
(Two Falcons are Flying) 

Trad.

Shchedryk
(Bountiful Evening)  

M. Leontovych

Oy Smereko
(The Pine Tree) 

Trad.

Eynsford Concert Band

Sleigh Ride L Anderson 

Deck the Halls arr J Bowen

We Wish You A Merry Christmas arr R Swift 
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A World of Fantasy
Music to fuel the imagination

Eynsford Concert Band

Tickets £15
Under 16s Free 

Includes Complementary Programme
tickets@eynsfordconcertband.co.uk

Presents

7pm, Sunday 19th April 2026
The SPACE, Sevenoaks, Kent



The Eynsford Concert Band Young Musicians' Academy is designed to 
provide young musicians with a safe and encouraging environment 
within which they can build their experience of playing in a large 
ensemble.

Rehearsing on a Tuesday evening in Eynsford Village, the academy is 
open to students who are in full time education and who have 
achieved a minimum grade 6 or equivalent. The programme’s 
objective is that academy “graduates” become fully fledged, long-term 
members of the band.

Our Young Musicians’ Academy currently has vacancies for Oboe, 
Bassoon, French Horn and Tuba.

“A World of Fantasy”
An exciting programme of music for the band's spring concert

The SPACE – Sevenoaks Performing Arts Centre 

7:00pm, Sunday 19h April 2026 

Tickets:  tickets@eynsfordconcertband.co.uk
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Dates For Your Diary

Robin O’Connell Memorial Concert
A garden concert at Lullingstone Castle marking what would 

have been the Founder of the Band’s 80th Birthday
Lullingstone Castle & World Garden

2:00pm, Sunday 13h September 2026 

Tickets Available Soon

“1812” Fireworks Concert
Swanley Park

From 6:00pm, Friday 28th August 2026 

Free Entry

Young Musicians’ Academy



All Aboard!

This summer Eynsford Concert Band swapped rehearsal rooms for the 
scenic Fjords of Norway. 50+ playing members joined over 100 friends 
and family aboard Fred.Olsen’s Borealis for a 5-night cruise and great 
fun was had by all!..
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Piccolo & Flute

Carole Eastwood
Tanya Basse

Flute

Clare Evans
Anna Casling
Alice Bowman
Jane Wright
Sue Ringrose

Oboe

Joanna Chapman
Jenny Harris

Oboe & Cor Anglais

Helen Fidler

Bassoon

Sian Miller
Peta White

Alto Saxophone

Marie Chalkley-Bowman
Luke Bowman

Tenor Saxophone

Graham Bell 
Zoë Marksford

Baritone Saxophone

Ian Page

Trumpet

David Walker 
Paul Boyd 
Sheila King
Zoe Mackenzie
Rob Walker
David Simmonds
Ray Lester
James Boyd

Trombone

Paul Gould
Will Evans

Trombone & Piano

Liz Smallwood
Will Foster

Bass Trombone

Steve Aitken

Euphonium

Geoff Batty

Tuba

Steve Bennett
Brian Bennett
Graeme Cutler

Percussion

Dave Hunt
Tim Evans
Stuart Marsh
Dan Johnstone

Clarinet

Neil Anderson
Sandra Lane
Gemma Norford
Bryan Edwards
Rupert Dartnell
Emma Foster
Mags Shackleton
Joanna Page
Vivienne Astall
Billy White
Alex Scott
Jessica Curtis
Jessica Powell
Andy Mattison
Wendy Eaton

Eb Clarinet & 
Clarinet

Christine Till

Bass Clarinet

Brian Evans
Alison Herring

Horn

Carol Maher
David Chapman
Martin Grainger
Danielle Flarty

String Bass & Piano

Pete Ringrose

Eynsford Concert Band
Music Director - Mike Smith 
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www.eynsfordconcertband.co.uk
enquiry@eynsfordconcertband.co.uk


